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Blutigrot dimmert die Morgenstunde des neuen, des neunzehnten 
Jahrhunderts heran. Kriegerische Heimsuchungen und politisches Un- 
gliick haben Europa durch und durch erschiittert, die franzésische Revo- 
lution hat jahrhundertealte Bindungen gelést und treulich gehegte Uber- 
lieferungen vernichtet. 


Das Blutrote dieser Morgenfriihe verblaBt und macht der Morgen- 
stunde einer neuen Zeit Platz; ein neuer Tag bricht an im Abendlande. 
Mit diesem neuen Tage erwacht die deutsche Seele wie eine im Morgentau 
gebadete Blume: wunderbar ist es anzusehen, wie aus einer armlichen duBe- 
ren Hiille buntes und reiches Farbengeleuchte mit bezaubernder Schénheit 
entfaltet wird. In diesem ersten Jahrzehnt des neuen Jahrhunderts erwacht 
die deutsche Romantik zu Leben und Bliite. Eine kleine Zahl junger Men- 
schen, durchdrungen von edler und hehrer Begeisterung, drangt sich in 
den Vordergrund. In ihrem Gemiit verbindet sich der Zusammenbruch 
der politischen Welt mit der Neugeburt der geistigen. Sie verkiinden in 
der um die Jahrhundertwende neugegriindeten Zeitschrift Das Athenaeum 
ihre Botschaft und ihr Streben: ,,sie wollen die mythische Einheit und All- 
heit, die naturhafte Geschlossenheit und Ungeschiedenheit der menschli- 
chen Friihzeit aus der Schépferkraft des Gedankens wiedergewinnen, Ur- 
spriinglichkeit der Vorzeit und héchste BewuBtheit der Spatzeit vereini- 
gen. Aus gesteigertem BewuBtsein soll Natur und Urkraft wiedererobert 
werden! Dichtung soll zugleich Natur und Kunst sein!“ 

Romantik? Botschaft? Ideales Streben? Wie deuten wir heute das, 
was diese jungen Menschen an Werken und lebendigen Kraften zu schaf- 
fen vermochten? Wohl miissen wir zugeben, daB das Wort ,,Romantik“ 
noch immer einen eigenartigen Widerhall in uns auslést, bei dem wir un- 
willkiirlich aufhorchen. Je mehr wir darauf achten, desto mehr wird unser 
Herz, unsere Seele erwarmt, wie sonst nur noch von dem Worte ,,Musik“. 
Und doch schwingt in dem dahin schwebenden Echo noch etwas mit — 
fast kénnte man es als etwas zwischen Wehmut und SchuldbewuBtsein 
Liegendes bezeichnen — , was uns aber nicht gestattet, hier ganz ernst zu 
nehmen, was einen solch ansprechenden Eindruck auf uns macht. — Diese 
Romantik ist ja doch gescheitert — und heiBt nicht heutzutage ,,romantisch 
sein“: sich in eine Lebensferne verirren, die vom praktischen Ernst der 
Zeit nicht geduldet werden kann, etwas planen und ertraumen, was an der 
rauhen Wirklichkeit zerbrechen mu8? Denken wir dabei auf einen Augen- 
blick an die Musik! Sie hat ja auch nie einem praktischen Lebensbediirfnis 
gehuldigt, sondern nutz- und zeitlos, aber wunderbar beseligend und 
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tréstend, schwebt sie iiber dem Leben dahin. Die eben aufgeworfene 
Frage wird uns sofort klar: mit gewaltig emporgereckten Armen hat die 
Romantik das ganze Leben erfassen wollen, aber es ist ihr entschliipft; 
deshalb hat die Romantik nur ganz wenige groBe Kunstwerke erzeugt, in 
die wir noch jederzeit untertauchen kénnten. So mutet uns heute das 
Leben und Tun der Romantiker wie ein zerbrochenes Heldenleben an. 
Ihre Namen fehlen in den hohen vertretenden Gattungen, in Drama und 
Roman. Und wir fragen uns, was lebt aber noch greifbar von ihnen in 
der allgemeinen Erinnerung? Was sie gesammelt haben, ist viel und vieler- 
lei: Marchen und phantastische Geschichten, eine gréere Zahl gegliickter 
Gedichte, verstreute Aphorismen und Briefe, ein Begriff von frommen, 
lieblichen Bildern, dazu viele Fragmente — und Anregungen, Anregungen, 
die das Leben verschlang. — 

Es miissen gewiBlich wunderbare Zeiten in Jena und Heidelberg ge- 
wesen sein! Finden wir doch da viele begabte Manner und geistvolle 
Frauen versammelt, um am Erhabenen und Niederen Kritik zu iiben und 
sich in geselliger Laune dariiber auszulassen, aber um auch ernste und 
sinnige Gesprache iiber Philosophie und Religion zu fiihren oder um 
musizierend und singend durch unberiihrte Landschaft zu schweifen, ent- 
ziickt und ergriffen den Liedern und iiberlieferten Sagen des Volkes zu 
lauschen oder um die gemiitlichen, krummen Gassen alter deutscher Stadte 
zu durchziehen. 

Fast will es uns scheinen, als hatten diese Menschen ein unverbind- 
liches Kiinstlerleben gefiihrt, das in ungewohnlicher Fiille recht beschau- 
lich verklang. Und in uns ruft es eine zauberische Erinnerung wach, in 
deren vergilbten Blatter wir uns in miiden und schwachen Stunden ver- 
senken, mit dem stillen Verlangen, dabeigewesen zu sein. 

Dieses Bild eines wundersch6nen, jugendlichen, genieBerischen Lebens 
aber, das sehr bald an sich selbst irre wurde und in der alten Ordnung 
heilende Beruhigung fand, wird uns bei naherer Betrachtung nicht bestatigt. 

GewiB, die Romantik ist eine deutsche Jugendbewegung gewesen, 
iiber die Morgenstimmung und Friihlingszauber gebreitet war. Solche Be- 

ngen sind aber meistens vergessen und erledigt, wenn sie ihre ge- 
schichtliche Sendung der Erweckung, der Aufriittlung und Auflockerung 
der allzu beharrlichen Niichternheit erfiillt haben. Aber schon die ge- 
schichtliche Sendung war hier von solcher Reichweite, wie wir sie mit 
dem iiblichen Begriff ,,romantischer Lebensferne“ nicht gut mehr vereini- 
gen koénnen. Kein Gebiet des Geistes blieb ohne Férderung: die Medizin, 
die Staatslehre, die Wirtschaftswissenschaft, die Soziallehre, die Rechts- 
wissenschaft und die Naturwissenschaften. 

Diese Zeiten romantischer Geselligkeit und Bruderschaft, in Jena und 
Heidelberg, in Dresden und Berlin, sind aber von zwei starken politischen 
Ereignissen begrenzt, von der franzdsischen Revolution und der Fremd- 
herrschaft des napoleonischen Allreiches; beiden hat die deutsche Roman- 
tik nicht lediglich nebenbei eine allgemeine vaterlindische Gesinnung 
entgegengesetzt, sondern hat auch jene tatenzeugenden, geistigen Waffen 
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geschmiedet, denen der Welteroberer trotz seines genialen Feldherrntums 
erlag. Ohne diese positiven Eingriffe ist weder die Unberiihrtheit des 
damaligen Deutschtums von den revolutioniéren Ideen, noch der Auf- 
schwung der Befreiungskriege denkbar. 

Dem Wollen der franzésischen Revolution hat um die Jahrhundert- 
wende Novalis sein Manifest ,,Die Christenheit oder Europa“ entgegenge- 
setzt, indem er das Heil des Abendlandes in einem zweiten Papsttum 
sieht, in einer Verbindung katholischer Formgeschlossenheit und protes- 
tantischer Gewissenhaftigkeit, die alle Volker zu vereinen imstande ist. ,,Es 
handelte sich also um cine Reformation gleichsam der Reformation, eine 
Wiedervereinigung der getrennten Halften der Christenheit aus dem 
Geiste und verschmolzen mit den Inhalten und dem BewuBtseinsstande 
der neuen Zeit.“ Nach der Schlacht von Jena aber haben die Deutschen 
an dem bisher vollig verschollenen und damals zuerst iibersetzten Nibelun- 
genliede den Begriff von heldenhafter GroBe und alter Herrscherfahig- 
keit wiedergewonnen; sie haben in den Volksliedern des ,,Wunderhorns“, 
in den alten Volksbiichern, in den Marchen der Gebriider Grimm, in allen 
romantischen Entdeckungen der Zeit von 1805 bis 1812 ein alle vereinen- 
des Volkstum wieder kraftvoll und wirksam verspiirt, so daB die auf- 
peitschenden Kampfschriften von Gorres und Arndt, die offenbarenden 
Grundsatze von Jahn und die Reden von Fichte sich auf etwas allen Ge- 
genwartiges beziehen konnte. 

Auch die Maler haben damals in den Kampf eingegriffen, der mit der 
Losung ,,Gott, Freiheit und Vaterland“ den politischen méglich machte: 
Caspar Friedrich, in dessen Dresdener Atelier 1808 Kleist seine ,,Hermanns- 
schlacht“ vorlas, hat in seinen Bildern in symbolhafter Darstellung den 
Tieffiihlenden und Ahnenden mitgeteilt, was das Wort im besetzten Lande 
nicht 6ffentlich kundmachen durfte. Gleichzeitig finden wir in Rom eine 
Gruppe von Malern, die unter Peter Cornelius und Overbecks Fiihrung 
sich der Bestrebung hingaben, die mittelalterliche Malerei erneuern zu 
wollen; es sind die Nazarener, die sich in der Casa Bartholdy das wichtigste 
Denkmal ihrer Sehnsiichte schufen: ganz ins Alte wollten sie untertauchen 
und daneben nahmen sie den katholischen Glauben an. Sie haben damals 
im Ausland eine Statte der Sammlung von alten deutschen Gemilden ge- 
schaffen, an der das deutsche politische Feuer sich mit entziindete. 

Man weib, wie das alles endete, wie nach Erreichung des politischen 
Zieles die vélkische Selberfindung durch die abweisende Haltung der 
deutschen Fiirsten nicht die vélkische Selbstbestimmung erhielt. Damit 
aber war die Romantik nicht erschépft, denn sie fubte tiefer als nur in 
politischer Zielsetzung, deren groBe Aufgaben die Zeit an sie herantrug; 
darum wirkt sie auch weiter, ist ihre Botschaft auch unserem Heute noch 
lebendig und fruchtbar. Diese widerhallende Botschaft will aber nicht 
das Einzelglied unter ein willkiirliches, enges Joch zwingen, nicht 
Gleichmachung in allem herbeifiihren; sagt doch Arndt in seinem ,,Geist: 
der Zeit“: ,,Ohne das Volk keine Menschheit und ohne den freien Biirger 
kein freier Mensch!“ Vielmehr will sie noch jetzt jedes Einzelwesen er- 
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wecken, auf die ihm eigne Art ein hohes Ziel ins Auge zu fassen und da- 
nach zu streben, was sich schlieBlich zum Vorteil der Allgemeinheit 
und der Allmenschheit auswirkt. 


Die Mangel, die unsre klassisch gerichtete Bildung und unsre nur um 
das losgeléste Kunstwerk besorgte Literaturwissenschaft und Kunstge- 
schichte den Romantikern vorwirft, sind sozusagen zugleich die Starke 
der Romantik. Sie wollte tatsachlich vor allem das Leben, nicht das ein- 
zelne Werk. Dabei wollte sie es aber nicht bloB zum Zwecke der Ver- 
schénerung und des Genusses in einem etwa abseitigen asthetischen und 
theoretischen Verhalten, nein, sie wollte es als Ganzes, als kosmische Ein- 
heit, allerdings geisterfiillt. Ihren Ursprung hat sie aus der unwillkiirlichen 
Erkenntnis heraus genommen, daB es mit der deutschen Kultur, trotz der 
gewaltigen Leistungen Goethes und Schillers und Kants, irgendwie nicht 
richtig betsellt war. Sie bemerkt nicht nur, daB der organische Zusammen- 
hang mit dem 4lteren, sch6pferischen Deutschtum und der mégliche An- 
teil des Volkes fehlt. Mit ihrer Zukehr zum Mittelalter und zu den sickern- 
den Quellen volkhafter Dichtung versucht sie diesen Mangeln abzuhelfen. 
Sie erkennt auch, daB Deutschland keine geistige Einheit ist, daB es zer- 
splittert ist in viele kulturelle Selbstheiten: dort der protestantische Norden 
und hier der katholische Siiden mit rauschender, seelenvoller Musik, fiir 
die ausschlieBlich katholische Meister verantwortlich sind: Gluck, Haydn, 
Mozart, Weber, Schubert. 


Unwillkiirlich miissen wir unsre Gedanken den beiden jungen Nord- 
deutschen Wackenroder und Tieck zuwenden, die 1792 von Berlin nach 
Bamberg, Niirnberg und Erlangen kamen. Sie wagten es, die erstmalig 
erlebte, zeitgendssische Kultur von Barock und Musik mit ihrer literari- 
schen Uberlieferung zusammenzuschauen und die Idee einer zweiten deut- 
schen Reformation zu fassen, die alle tragischen Trennungen, welche die 
erste herbeifiihrte, wieder ausgleichen sollte. ,,So ersteht in Wackenroders 
»Herzensergiessungen“ die volkhafte, seelengeborene Schénheit der alten 
Stidte Niirnberg und Bamberg, erglinzt zum ersten Male nach Jahrhun- 
derten wieder der Zauber Diirerscher Kunst, wird alles Innige, Schlichte, 
Fromme, den Alltag Verklarende altdeutscher Malerei und die in Haydn 
und Mozart erklingende neue Musik zum Besitze des deutschen Volkes 
gemacht und den klassizistischen Vorurteilen enthoben.“ 


Das ist der Kerngedanke der deutschen Romantik: aus hellem Be- 
wuBtsein soll die Kraft und Tiefe, Einheit und schépferische Seelenfiille 
der Vorzeit neugewonnen, die Menschheit in die Universalitat von Natur 
und Geist zu héchster Vollendung gefiihrt werden. Uberall wirkt das- 
selbe unaussprechlich hohe Geistig-Gottliche. Dieses unaussprechlich Hohe 
erkiihnte man sich zu nennen, um sich Freunden und Geistverwandten 
kenntlich zu machen und um es gegen Fremdes abzugrenzen; so entstand 
der Begriff ,,.Romantik“, der hier urspriinglich nicht die Belebung von 
etwas Vergangenem bezeichnet, sondern darauf hinzielt, die umfassende 
Kraft der Seele, nicht nur stark zu fiihlen, sondern auch sich in gedank- 
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licher Freiheit iiber sein Gefiihl zu erheben, Ich zu sein und zugleich tiber 
dieses Ich hinauszufliegen. 


Dieses romantische Geisterreich offenbart sich am deutlichsten und 
tiefsten in der unsichtbaren Macht der Musik. In ihr findet es seinen letzten 
Ausdruck und sein hehrstes Sinnbild. Musik ist ewige Bewegtheit, ewige 
Sehnsucht, sie ist Traum und Verlangen, Ideal und Heimweh, aber ohne 
Vollendung, ist Tragik und Verhingnis. Also, diesem romantischen 
Geisterreich ist die Kunst- und Lebensfrémmigkeit jener Menschen zu- 
gewandt, die nicht in erster Linie Kiinstler, sondern Bekenner und Ver- 
kiinder waren; sie haben es in Gestalten verk6érpert: Wackenroder in 
seinem Musiker Berlinger, Tieck in seinem Sternbald, Novalis in seinem 
Ofterdingen und E. T. A. Hoffmann in seinem Kapellmeister Kreisler — 
alles Gestalten, die ebensosehr (und vielleicht noch mehr) Gegenwart und 
Zukunft wie Vergangenheit bedeuten, die letzten Endes nur Anweisung 
sein wollen zu einem wahren, kunsterfiillten und geistgeformten Leben. 


Die friihe Romantik war hauptsichlich eine Zeit des Aussiaens, der 
Entwiirfe, der Anregungen und Forderungen, die spatere dagegen eine 
Zeit der Ergebnisse, der Fiille, der Verwirklichung und Gestaltung, denn 
je mehr die Romantik um sich blickte, desto mehr wuchs der Stoff: die 
Romantik war bestrebt, von Schelling bis Baader, Naturphilosophie, 
Theosophie und Mystik zu umfassen; durch den Physiker Ritter und den 
Arzt Carus kommen die exakten Wissenschaften hinzu; Arnim und Bren- 
tano treten fiir das VolksmaBige ein; die Briider Boisserée erschlieBen die 
wortwortlich aus Triimmern gerettete gotische Baukunst und Malerei. 
Bei einer solchen Stoffansammlung, die von den Schlegel noch durch die 
Kunde Shakespeares und der spanischen Dichtung, ja zuletzt noch durch 
die Weisheit der Inder bereichert wird, muB sich zwangslaufig die Arbeit 
des Sichtens und Dichtens teilen und verzégern. Aber statt einzelner sym- 
bolischer Gestalten sehen wir Visionen eines ungeheuren Weltbaues, der 
eine Zusammenschauung des schlechthin Unvereinbaren, des Gegensitz- 
lichen in Eines ist. Er ist ein Neubau, der von der Psychologie und Perio- 
denlehre bis zur Anthropologie und Staatslehre eine geistige Einheit, die 
innerste Einheit des Lebens auf festem Volksgrund errichten sollte. Man 
erstrebte das Reich der Seele, in dem Schénheit und vollige Harmonie 
herrscht, das jedoch kein Land unwahrer Traume und Zartlichkeit, son- 
dern ein Reich menschlicher GréBe und seelischer Fiille sein sollte. Das 
Streben der deutschen Romantik zeigt sich am starksten in ihrem Ruf, 
der auch zum stirksten Ruf unserer Zeit werden muB: Mensch, werde 
wesentlich! 


| 
| 
| 
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HEINRICH ZILLICH 
Watter J. MUELLER 
Cornell University 


No complete study of modern German literature can overlook the 
growing significance of auslanddeutsche Dichtung.’ Whereas this litera- 
ture was formerly viewed with condescension because of its dilettant 
nature, its contribution to contemporary German thought has led to its 
re-evaluation on a basis of equality with literary efforts in Germany. 
Foreign-born German writers of today no longer merely describe life as 
such within their narrow geographical borders, — that would indicate a 
horizon too limited for consideration outside a given district — but rather 
they use such material as a background for a discussion of the problems 
concerning Germans in foreign countries, their dilemma as well as their 
mission. 

The term, auslanddeutsche Dichtung, usually refers to the literature 
of German “language islands” in non-German countries. The individual 
author has a German Weltanschauung, a German approach to life which 
is tempered by a peculiar environment, the “foreign” peoples, their lan- 
guage, customs and outlook. Of all these “language islands”, none has 
achieved more literary prominence than Transylvania (Siebenbiirgen),? 
which, since 1918, has formed a part of Roumania. Settled as early as the 
tweifth century by German immigrants, Transylvania has always rigidly 
maintained its German character. Writers of recent times who have pro- 
moted Transylvanian-German literature include Adolf Meschendorfer, 
Emil Witting, and, of the younger generation, Erwin Wittstock and Hein- 
rich Zillich.* 

Zillich, who was born near Kronstadt in 1898, deserves mention not 
only as the most prolific Transylvanian-German writer, but also as the 
most active exponent of auslanddeutsche philosophy. He has written both 
short stories and novels about Transylvanian life, as well as numerous 
treatises on the calling of the foreign-born German author, on language 

1 Good introductions to this subject are: 

Schneider, Wilhelm: Die auslanddeutsche Dichtung unserer Zeit. Berlin 1936. 

Klein, Karl Kurt: Literaturgeschichte des Deutschtums im Ausland. Schrifttum und 
Geistesleben der deutschen Volksgruppen im Ausland vom Mittelalter bis zur Ge- 
genwart. Leipzig 1939. Copious bibliography appended. 

2 Among the critical works relating specifically to Transylvanian-German litera- 
ture are: 

Klein, Karl Kurt: Die deutsche Dichtung Siebenbiirgens im Ausgange des 19. und im 


20. Jabrbundert. Drei Jabrzehnte auslanddeutscher Literaturgeschichte. Schriften 
des Instituts fiir Grenz- und Auslanddeutschtum an der Universitat Marburg. Heft 
3- Jena 1925. 

Klein, Karl Kurt: Ostlanddichter. Zebn literarische Bildnisstudien siebenbiirgisch- 
sichsischer Dichter der Gegenwart. Kronstadt 1926. 

Krasser, Harald: “Die deutsche Dichtung Siebenbiirgens in unserer Zeit.” In Dichtung 
und Volkstum, 35, 380-392. 388-392 devoted exclusively to Heinrich Zillich. 
8 A survey of the works of these four writers by Linden, Walther: “Siebenbiir- 

gisch-sichsisches Volksschicksal in der Dichtung.” In Die Neue Literatur, 36, 535-548. 
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as an expression of a people’s nature and, last but not least, on the destiny 
and mission of the Auslanddeutschtum. 


The first stage in Zillich’s literary development, which looks to local 
influences (Kronstadt), limits itself mainly to the narrative. His earliest 
attempt, Der Vater (1921),* analyzes, though without distinct originality, 
the chasm separating the older and the younger generations, while Attilas 
Ende® deals with the mythical character Attila, with emphasis on the 
question as to who is mightier, Attila and his god Odin, or the God of 
the cross. 

With the collection of short stories, Walder und Laternenschein,® Zil- 
lich turns to the general aspects of Transylvanian life for the first time, 
where he draws on impressions of his youth, memories which he describes 
more fully in the novel, Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten.’ Der Zigeuner® 
presents the gypsy, well known in Transylvania. The second period in 
Zillich’s literary career features Transylvania as a whole most prominently, 
as in Siebenbiirgische Flausen® taken from Transylvanian folklore. Der 
Toddergerch und andere Geschichten ® turns to the various types of Tran- 
sylvanian-Germans and to the other nationalities inhabiting this region, 
principally Hungarians, Roumanians, Jews and gypsies. This collection, 
as well as Sturz aus der Kindheit, gives evidence of the author’s firmer 
grasp of the Transylvanian subject matter and its interpretation. In its 
treatment of the war experience the short story, Der Urlaub,*° anticipates 
the novel, Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten. Die Reinerbachmiihle, the 
most successful of his shorter works because of its direct appeal to the 
reader’s sympathy, portrays an individual whom the Roumanians, the new 
rulers of the land, have dispossessed. 


In the epilog to this narrative Zillich succinctly formulates his poetic 
mission: 


Ich erkenne unser Volk immer wieder in dem Riesenland zwi- 
schen Vogesen und den russischen Steppen, dichtgedrangt oder weit 
vereinzelt, als eine iiber die Staaten hinwegschaffende 
Finheit des Fihlens und geistigen Wirkens, der ich wohl nicht ohne 
Zweck eingeboren wurde. Deshalb ist es meine dichterische Aufgabe, 
dieses Menschentum in seiner Wesenhaftigkeit und zugleich in seiner 
Versponnenheit mit dem Menschentum anderer Volker zu verkiinden, 
allen gerecht, dem Acker, den Gebirgen und den Sternen nicht fern.** 


He recognizes German characteristics, regardless of time and place, while 
he recognizes the interdependence of the German and other nationalities. 


* Contained in the collection, Sturz aus der Kindheit. Leipzig 1933. 

5 Kronstadt 1923. 

® Hermannstadt 1923. 

7 Munich 1936. 

8 SchaBburg 1930. 

® Eine Sammlung lustiger siebenbiirgischer Begebenheiten. Kronstadt 1926. 
10 Munich 1933. 

11 Reclams Universalbibliothek No. 7304. 

12 Tbid., 70. 
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In other words, each people may maintain its own individuality, provided 
they all appreciate their mutual dependence and common welfare." 

Zillich’s novel, Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten, definitely established 
his literary reputation.’* It furthermore ushered in the third period in his 
career as a writer, namely the study of problems of southeastern Europe 
and of the Germans within this area. Hitherto Zillich has been called “just 
another writer”.** 

The action centers around Lutz Rheindt during the first twenty years 
of his life. Born in Transylvania, he learns at an early age from his father 
what his German ancestors have contributed to the development of the 
country. In school Lutz comes in contact with boys who feel just as in- 
tensely Hungarian and Roumanian as he does German. This acquaintance, 
however, amounts to a mere novelty, for none of the boys understands 
the problem involved. On the whole, Lutz leads a carefree life as he be- 
comes familiar with the world about him. 

In the second part of the novel the hero joins his grandparents in 
nearby Kronstadt, where he attends the German Gymnasium. The author 
portrays vividly the hopes and fears of the youth who has left home for 
the first time. The more serious side of life soon leaves its imprint on 
Lutz. Having reached the age where life assumes a deeper meaning, he 
begins to understand the cause of friction among the various peoples of 
his world. School feuds gradually lose their inocuous character to take 
on direful proportions involving the problem of Germans and Roumanians 
versus Hungarians. One such outburst actually requires police interven- 
tion.'® Lutz, however, does not lose faith in the world, for he realizes: 
... “die Welt steht da wie sie eben ist; wir miissen in ihr leben und streben; 
wir sind alle nicht gut, haben Leidenschaften und miissen sie haben.” ** 

In the midst of what to Lutz and his companions in their adolescence 
seems an exciting life, comes the news of the declaration of war. Here the 
third and most turbulent part of the novel begins. At the age of eighteen 

13 A complete bibliography (to 1936 inclusive) of Zillich’s literary works by Ernst 
Metelmann is appended to an article by Hermann Roth: “Heinrich Zillich” in Die 


Neue Literatur, 39, 329-339. 
14cf, Steinborn, Willi: “Heinrich Zillich: Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten”. Die 


Literatur, 39, 113-114. 

15 Cisek, Oskar W.: “Ostdeutscher Brief aus Rumanien”. In Die Literatur, 25, 
1393-1395. Probably the first mention of Zillich: “Heinrich Zillich, der neuerdin 
auch im Neuen Ziel fast dutzendweise mit Verschen aufwartete, ist ganz maheich, 
zuweilen kindisch in seinem Gestaltungstasten.” 

Hajek, Egon: “Siebenbiirgisch-deutscher Brief”. In Die Literatur, 27, 618-620. 
“Sein erstes Buch . . . zeigt ihn auch noch nicht im Vollbesitz seiner stilistischen Eigen- 
tiimlichkeiten.” 

Hajek, Egon: “Siebenbiirgisch-deutscher Brief.” In Die Literatur, 34, 574-576. 
“Hinter scharfer Beobachtung birgt sich ein starkes Talent; aber das Element der 
Poesie dringt nicht recht owe § ir erwarten von Zillich endlich einmal den grofen 
Wurf, nicht von dem heimischen Dichter, sondern von dem Schriftsteller des deut- 
schen Kreises iiberhaupt. Auch die Stoffwahl ist entscheidend, und groBe Worte ver- 
pflichten auch in dieser Beziehung.” 

16 This stirring episode also appears separately under the title, Knabenkrieg in Sie- 
benbiirgen, in Die Literatur, 39, 33-34. 

17 Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten, op. cit., 278. 
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Lutz joins the army, in which he serves for two years. During his absence 
war comes to his home, but except for some material losses his family 
survives unscathed. Lutz returns from the war a man, young in years 
though deeply interested in the problems besetting the world. “Nur eines 
war anders geworden — die Herzen, nur eines verandert — die Menschen, 
nur eines sah man nicht wieder — die Toten.” ?* What does the future 
hold in store? Thus ends the novel. 

Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten has a twofold appeal. First, it ranks 
as an Entwicklungsroman. In the brief span of twenty years the hero 
passes from the influence of immediate home life, through the secondary 
school to the outside world of bloodshed and destruction. The ease and 
rapidity with which he acclimates himself to new situations, and his re- 
moval of seemingly insurmountable obstacles speak well for the author’s 
ability to portray and develop character. The second drawing point of 
the novel lies in its general appeal. Though events center around Lutz, he 
represents the experience of the Germans as a whole in Transylvania. The 
other peoples in this district likewise receive their share of attention. In 
the treatment of Lutz’ war experience, the author strikes a note familiar 
to all of them. This experience he artistically transforms into a document 
of strong national appeal. The author depicts the disintegration and final 
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, with the effect on all nationali- 
ties within its borders, especially of those in Transylvania. 

The novel is autobiographical. Lutz Rheindt is none other than Hein- 
rich Zillich who was born in Transylvania, attended the Gymnasium in 
Kronstadt and served with the Tiroler Kaiserjager in the Austrian army 
from 1916-1918. In this connection he does not mention his service in the 
Roumanian army after Transylvania had become a part of that country. 
For him, this latter experience does not belong to the period “Zwischen 
Grenzen und Zeiten”. The title suggests the transitional nature of the 
times as an interlude between the days of the old empire and the new 
European order. 

While the novel appears lengthy, it does not allow our interest to 
flag, except perhaps where some of the descriptions seem too detailed. All 
episodes bear directly on the life of the hero, the more so when his life 
is considered representative of that of the Germans in Transylvania. That 
juxtaposition of rural life and national activities adds greatly to the ef- 
fectiveness of the novel. 

An underlying tragic note prevails, not so much in the portrayal of 
Lutz himself as in the reflections on the vicissitudes of life, dispossession, 
destruction and death as the result of selfish interests and war. “Das Leben 
aller geht durch das Unbekannte und Tragische.” *® In spite of this 
simism, a spirit of optimism pervades the novel. Bleak as the outlook may 
seem, mankind has the power to build as well as to destroy. Above all, a 


renewal of faith and spiritual values will bring about an improvement of 
the future over the past. 


18 Tbid., 476. 19 Tbid., 157. 
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The simple and prosaic style of Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten does 
not contain any of the complexities characteristic of Heinrich von Kleist, 
nor the rich color of Gerhart Hauptmann’s Ketzer von Soana. At times, 
figures of speech like, “Er gabelte den Sommer vom Erntewagen herunter 
und summte ein Lied”,?° lend variety and life to the commonplace. 

Zillich’s latest novel, Der W eizenstrauB,* suggests an approach to the 
post-war problem on the basis of faith with those who have given up their 
lives in the struggle. The survivors have brought back from the front a 
new code for living in a changed world. The silent influence of the dead 
continues, even though the earth conceals them from mortal view. The 
“Weizenstrau8” thriving on their graves symbolizes eternal life.** 

Though both novels treat the same subject, Zwischen Grenzen und 
Zeiten deals primarily with the war itself, whereas Der Weizenstraup 
shows the aftermath of war. Here the author enters the fourth phase in 
his development, the period in which “das Menschliche” predominates. 
He treats a profound human problem of the readjustment to the new 
situation by the survivors of a catastrophe. Their plight requires more 
human understanding and forbearance than the fate of the dead who have 
passed on to their reward. 

As editor of the periodical, Klingsor, which he founded in 1924 and 
edited until 1936, Zillich dealt at considerable length with the German 
character of Transylvania and its relation to the other nationalities of this 
region. A perusal of some of these articles ** casts light on his philosophy. 
In his numerous treatises on foreign-born Germans he differs from his 
compatriots in that he makes theoretical contributions to the philosophy 
of his group and then illustrates his views in literary works. 

The foreign-born German writer could not fulfill his mission without 
the support of his own national community. He can rely on this support, 
since his people rise “zu jener wunderbaren freien deutschen BewubBtheit, 
die nicht gebrochen werden kann durch Not und Verfall deutscher Staats- 
gebilde, weil sie an ein ewiges deutsches Bestehen glaubt.” ** Here Zillich 
clearly expresses his belief in cultural values that alone can outlive periods 
of political stress and upheaval. The Transylvanian-German writer must 
execute a great trust, serving as an intermediary between “westliche For- 
menerkaltung” und “6stliche Garung.” ** The peoples at the crossroads 
of Europe — in the east and southeast — must reconcile the two. 


In carrying out this extensive task, the poet has certain responsibilities: 
Er wird . . . der Hiiter eines deutschen Lebensempfindens sein, 


20 [bid., 146 f. 
21 Munich 1938. 
22 Reviews of the novel: 
Déring, Hans-Werner: “Heinrich Zillichs Der Weizenstrauf”. In Zeitschrift fur 
Deutschkunde, 53, 367-369. 
Kutzbach, Karl A.: “Zillich: Der WeizenstrauB”. In Die Neue Literatur, 39, 564. 
28 Klingsor apparently is not available in America, though much of this material 
is duplicated in articles accessible in other periodicals. 
2+ Zillich, Heinrich: “Der auslanddeutsche Dichter.” In Die Literatur, 37, 241. 
25 [bid., 243. 
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das nicht klein und begrenzt ist, sondern das auch dort, wo es stoff- 
lich verengt scheinen mag, durchsté£t zur seelischen Weite. Man 
wird vom auslanddeutschen Dichter weniger die Abschrift des land- 
schaftlichen Lebens, in dem er wurzelt, erwarten, sondern eine welt- 
offene, vélkerbegreifende Haltung, die das wesenhafte Geheimnis der 


deutschen Mittlerfahigkeit und der auslanddeutschen Widerstands- 
kraft ist.?* 


This statement summarizes his conception of the supreme accomplishment 
of the foreign-born German poet, i.e. the promotion among his people 
of a German philosophy of life. For the attainment of this goal he must 
rise above the narrow canvas of his home to show evidence of an open- 
mindedness characterized by good will and understanding toward all 
peoples. Because his earlier works did not rise above this narrow canvas, 
they could not command attention as significant literature, except perhaps 
in Transylvania itself. Nor does the fact that a German author comes 
from a non-German country and has an admirable command of the lan- 
guage entitle him to milder criticism in the event that his works do not 
meet standard literary requirements. For this reason, too, Zillich labored 
in obscurity for many years until the great novel proved his literary 
ability.** 

Zillich has also devoted himself to a careful study of the relationship 
of the writer to history.** Life without historical consciousness would 
mean existence without refuge, without God. Bearing this in mind, the 
writer, for Zillich, accomplishes his greatest work when he employs an 
historical perspective. His interpretation of the activities of those who 
have gone before represents his crowning achievement. Zwischen Gren- 
zen und Zeiten made so immediate an appeal because it takes cognizance 
of this perspective: it deals with a far-flung outpost of German coloniza- 
tion, its basically German characteristics, yet also its direct support of and 
contribution to western civilization. 


Zillich remains consistent. While readers may disagree with some of 
his views on the position of the Auslanddeutschtum, they will credit him 
with formulating a theory and then putting it into practice in his works. 
In fact, had he not blended the theoretical and the practical in his tempera- 
ment, he could not have written so satisfactory a dissertation in economics 


26 Tbid., 243. 

27 Other articles by Zillich on similar subjects include: “Schicksal und Sendung 
des Auslanddeutschtums”. In Dichtung und Volkstum, 35, 289-303. “Arten deutscher 
Auswanderung”. In Die Literatur, 39, 585-588. Distinguishes between “einer sendungs- 
haften und einer Notauswanderung” and considers most of the German emigration te 
eastern Europe as belonging to the former. “Josef Pontens deutsches Romanwerk”. 
In Die Neue Literatur, 36, 15-20. “Heimat und Ahnen”. In Die Neue Literatur, 38, 
621-627. Background of the novel, Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten. “Deutsche Kultur 
und Sprache im Osten”. In Das Innere Reich, 6, 822-835. Surveys the nature of Ger- 
man settlement, culture and language in eastern Europe, together with its significance 
to western civilization. 

28 “Die deutsche Dichtung und die Welt der Geschichte”. Vortrag, gehalten beim 
Ersten GroBdeutschen Dichtertreffen in Weimar am 23. Oktober 1938. Printed in 
Das Innere Reich, 5, 1179-1196. 
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(Berlin 1923) as well as a stirring novel. Any detriment this tendency may 
cause to Zillich’s literary style is offset by the substance and conviction 
it carries. 

Above all, Heinrich Zillich propones an ethical standard of art as an 
integral part of a people’s history. The writer can not isolate himself 
from the national scene, for his works are the reflection of his heredity 
and environment. Indeed, Zillich affords ample evidence of this approach, 
whether it be in Der Urlaub, Zwischen Grenzen und Zeiten or in Der 
WeizenstrauB. If some of these thoughts are not new, they nevertheless 
claim validity in our day, and he well deserves being read as one of the 
outstanding exponents of the point of view which seeks to derive general 
truths from the individual experience. 


q 
a 
q 


MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY AND THE 
NEEDS OF OUR TIMES * 


Hans W. RosENHAUPT 
Colorado College 
“Nolite conformari huic saeculo” (Romans XII, 2) 


It is entirely fitting to devote some time to a discussion of the hu- 
manities in their relation to the needs of our times. Every field of learn- 
ing should ask itself from time to time in what respect it contributes 
to its age. Such self-questioning, however, is as disagreeable as leaving 
a cozy corner by the fire to face the hostile cold of the night, and there- 
fore many of our efforts are aimed at the preservation of our peace of 
mind. We strive to establish a little scholastic cosmos of our own, iso- 
lated from the rest of the world. We devote a great deal of time and 
space to discussing matters that have relevance only within that cosmos. 
We prove our realness to ourselves by quoting each other frequently and 
extensively and by electing each other to committees. Self-questioning 
is indeed disagreeable. If we hesitate to undertake it, we merely demon- 
strate the humanness of humanists. It is not only fitting, however, but, 
for the modern languages, it is imperative to engage in such self-question- 
ing; for in our days the field of modern languages is undergoing a severe 
crisis. This crisis is so pronounced that two of the recent presidential 
addresses of the Modern Language Association have assumed a military 
character. Professor Carleton Brown, in 1936, started in this vein with 
his address: The Attack on the Castle. In 1937, Professor Eduard Prokosch 
referred to Treason Within the Castle, and Professor J. S. P. Tatlock, in 
1938, with his brilliant address on Nostra Maxima Culpa, introduced a 
note of doomsday. There is a general crisis in the humanities, there is a 
particular and more acute crisis in modern foreign languages. In the field 
of German, recent political developments have further intensified the 
crisis. Many among us are seriously concerned about the future of our 
chosen field. We have more than one reason to consider foreign language 
study in its relation to the needs of our times. 

Our attitude in such an undertaking may perhaps be that of men 
and women worried about their daily bread; and unfortunately some 
of the apologies for modern language study sound a note of profes- 
sional propaganda. All too often we emphasize an effort to satisfy 
passing needs of the time, too commonly do we protest the practical 
use of language study. We have gone altogether too far in surrender- 
ing uncritically to the demands of our age. Now the time has come 
to re-establish Modern Language Study as a branch of the humanities. 
The question is not whether we shall be able to adapt ourselves to 
the times. It is rather whether we may remain true to the fundamental 
ideas of the humanities. To adapt the words with which Emerson ends 
his Essay on Self-Reliance, nothing can bring us peace but the tri- 


* New Orleans, December 27, 1939, A. A. T. G. 
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umph of principles. It becomes our most urgent task to re-establish our 
principles and to combat a tendency toward cynicism in our ranks. For 
cynics are such, ,,. .. welche das Tier, die Gemeinheit, die ‘Regel’ an sich 
einfach anerkennen. . . . ”? Cynicism is as deadly to the values of our 
work as are the deplorable attempts within our group to surrender to the 
prejudices of the day and to disguise ourselves as social scientists. 

The difficulties of our profession are based mainly on the crisis in the 
humanities. This humanistic crisis, however, is only part of a much 
greater process. There are many ways of characterizing it: In the eco- 
nomic field it may be described as the gradual replacement of capitalism 
by planned economy; in political life it might be described as the threat 
against democracies latent in totalitarian regimes; in the spiritual sphere 
reference might be made to the arrival of materialism; and historians 
might adopt Spengler’s formula of the Decline of the West. The Span- 
ish philosopher Ortega y Gasset has found a term which to a human- 
ist may seem to contain the essence of the present crisis. He speaks of 
The Revolt of the Masses. He says, “The characteristic of the hour is 
that the commonplace mind, knowing itself to be commonplace, has the 
assurance to proclaim the rights of the commonplace and to impose them 
wherever it will.” * This analysis furnishes an explanation of the real 
causes for the critical situation of Democracy in our days. Democracy is 
not really threatened from without. Democracy cannot really be saved 
by faithful lip-service to its principles. Democracy is not preserved or 
destroyed at the polls. The real reason for its destruction is the reduction 
to mass-men of the individuals from whom it draws life. The arrival of 
the mass-man in our age is of direct concern not only to those interested 
in the perpetuation of democracy. It is of direct and vital concern to the 
humanist. It accounts for the basic seriousness of the fight waged in our 
schools for and against the humanities. 


The arrival of the mass-man has been responsible for three phe- 
nomena in our lives which stand in contrast to the ideas of humanism: 
the emphasis on the material side of life — the emphasis on quantity — 
the emphasis on the average. In the field of education the arrival of 
the mass-man has meant extension of secondary and higher education 
to an ever-growing number of citizens. It has also caused, at the be- 
ginning of our century, the gradual abolition of the prescribed cur- 
riculum. The arrival of the mass-man, at an early stage, even con- 
tributed to the rise of our own field. It would be easy to demonstrate 
in extenso how the arrival of the mass-man is responsible for these and 
many other developments. If we were social scientists we would be satis- 
fied to analyze the sociological causes of existing trends. Being humanists, 
it behooves us to confront our times and their beliefs with a system of 
values rather than to analyze the causes of materialism. 

The fact that we may disagree among ourselves over the relative 


1 Friedrich Nietzsche, Jenseits von Gut und Bose, Kroners Taschenausgabe, p. 36. 
2 The Revolt of the Masses, translation from the Spanish. London 1932, p. 18. 
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importance of this or that value must not discourage us. It is no real 
argument against the humanistic attitude that nothing absolute can be 
said in the sphere of values. It is no argument against us to say that taking 
sides and making decisions is an unscientific, unscholarly attitude. Being 
humanists, we must refuse to draw a line between the practical and the 
theoretical sides of our lives. We cannot accept a dichotomy in a realm 
of scholarliness and one of practical reality. Being humanists we insist 
that the good life is created by a totality of efforts. We also refuse to 
draw a line between a sphere of eternal values and that of reality. The 
accusation that we are dualists has been made on the grounds that we 
claim the metaphysical reality of a realm beyond and outside the world 
of our experience.’ In fact, however, we are no more dualists than is a 
captain who navigates his ship across the ocean by shooting the sun and 
stars. If his shipmates happen to be blind to the sun and stars, that does 
not entitle them to call him a dualist. And to follow our metaphor 
through: the captain would be stupid to claim that sun and stars never 
move or change. 


Nothing is more depressing in the present state of affairs than the 
attitude of a great many whose behavior would lead one to believe that 
the humanities are doomed. Their only hope for a survival of our field 
seems to be an attempt to establish ourselves as social scientists. Professor 
Algernon Coleman in his report on The Teaching of Modern Foreign 
Languages in the United States thinks that we can hopefully make room 
for the social sciences, “the logical justification of which is unimpeach- 
able.” * In the high schools we see tendencies to restrict the teaching of 
languages to what is euphemistically called the “principles” and to devote 
the rest of the time to such trivialities as the superficial study of foreign 
customs and mores.® In the selection of text books we tend to look for 
material that is socially significant or typical rather than to choose the 
great works of great men. There is probably not one among us who at 
one time or another has not fallen victim to this trend toward the un- 
humanistic pseudo-scientific approach of the social sciences. Again, the 
question is not, how far we can afford to go in a compromise. It is quite 
clearly a question of principles. We cannot be humanists and agree to 
an extension of the social sciences. It is not as ancilla sociologiae or as 
a modified social science that our work can claim merit. It is rather in 
our insistence on principles diametrically opposed to the trend of the 
times toward social sciences that we can find our raison d’étre. It is our 
insistence on the values of the intellectual world, of the individual, and 
of quality that can contribute toward a solution of the problems of our 
times. And while many of our contributions are common to all humanistic 

8 R. Freeman Butts, The College Charts Its Course, N. Y. and London, 1939. 

* New York 1929, p. 9. 

5 Cf. C. M. Purin, A Year’s Course in Foreign Civilizations for High School Stu- 
dents, M.F.D.U. 31: 96 ff. (This writer considers Purin’s article representative of a 


group in our field, which has sacrificed humanistic ideals to the commonplace mind 
and its rights.) 
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studies, some are peculiar to modern foreign languages only, and some 
belong to German exclusively. 
Idealism versus Materialism. 

In 1876, Thomas Huxley addressed the students at Johns Hopkins. 
What he said then about material achievements is even more pertinent 
today. He said: “I cannot say I am in the slightest degree impressed by 
your bigness, or your material resources, as such. Size is not grandeur, 
and territory does not make a nation. The true issue, about which hangs 
a true sublimity and the terror of overhanging fate, is what are you going 
to do with all these things.” In one of his late poems, Heinrich Heine 
expressed similar misgivings about material progress: 

Mittelalterliche Roheit 
Weicht dem Aufschwung schéner Kiinste: 
Instrument moderner Bildung 
Ist vorziiglich das Klavier. 
Auch die Eisenbahnen wirken 
Heilsam aufs Familienleben, 
Sintemal sie uns erleichtern 
Die Entfernung von der Sippschaft. 
Wie bedaur’ ich, die Darre 
Meines Riickgratmarks mich hindert, 
Lange Zeit noch zu verweilen 
In dergleichen Fortschrittswelt.° 


So much has been said and written on the spiritual value of the hu- 
manities that we may be brief here to the point of oversimplifying: The 
humanities conceive the individual as an absolute value, not as a cog in 
the social machinery. They refuse to establish a pattern to which the 
individual would have to conform in order to obtain social and material 
success. The humanities contribute to the advancement of truth. They 
refuse to consider material usefulness, or to be made the handy-men of 
material progress. In the field of foreign languages, we have strayed from 
these humanistic ideals. In our emphasis on tangible progress and measur- 
able achievements, achievements which are registered in terms of the 
group, we give evidence of having lost a sense of values of which Huxley’s 
and Heine’s words are representative. We are inclined to follow a line 
of procedure as indicated in the Publications of the American and Cana- 
dian Committees on Modern Languages. One of the gravest problems con- 
fronting us is their emphasis on the technical and statistical aspects of 
modern language teaching above values which cannot be easily recorded 
and to which Goethe refers in Wilhelm Meister as respect for things above 
us, for the things under us, and for the things like us.’ There is, of 
course, no objection to technical improvements as such. The findings 
of the professional educators as well as of technicians in our own field 

® Karpeles edition II, p.554f. Cf. also Ernst Jockers, Philosophie und Literatur- 
wissenschaft, G.R., 10: 73 ff. and 166 ff. 


* Wilbelm Meisters Wanderjabre, Book two, first chapter. Cf. Professor A. P. 
Hohlfeld’s Riickblicke und Ausblicke, M.F.D.U. 30: 49 ff. 
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should enable us to direct our work more efficiently, and there is no reason 
why they could not serve this purpose. These technical improvements 
have, however, perhaps against the intentions of their originators, en- 
couraged an attitude foreign and detrimental to the humanistic ideal of 
language teaching. Instead of using as a means to an end such devices as 
frequency lists, minimum vocabularies, graded readers, verb wheels and 
objective tests, many of us have come to feel that our teaching is satis- 
factory if only it makes use of these pedagogical gadgets. All too fre- 
quently we evaluate the success of our work in terms of objective tests 
or in the number of pages read. We fail to see that the contributions to 
be made by the humanities in general and by modern languages in par- 
ticular begin only where we have left off. We consider our instruction 
successful if only the reading objective has been attained. We are not 
worried if our students never feel the desire to touch a good book after 
they have left our instruction. The cold stare of facts and realities has 
put us into an hypnotic sleep. In this sleep we have lost cognizance of 
our purpose. We have even allowed humanists of a certain type to re- 
duce us to the level of a rather unimportant tool. We have therefore more 
or less peacefully agreed that two years of college work in a foreign lan- 
guage is all we can expect “in these difficult times.” We have even failed 
to make use of some of the findings of the above-mentioned committees.® 
These studies indicate that it is wasteful to let poor students take a small 
amount of language work. Instead of raising our demands for students’ 
time, as is only logical with the extension of secondary and higher educa- 
tion to wider ranges of the population and the consequent lowering of 
standards, we have decreased our demands. The result is obvious. Many 
poorly equipped students have failed to derive any value from their work 
in foreign languages. They have testified against foreign languages and 
in turn have contributed to the difficulties of our work: ,,Das eben ist der 
Fluch der bésen Tat, daB sie fortzeugend immer Béses muB gebaren! “ 


The materialism of our age has also influenced our attitude as his- 
torians of literature. Many of us have fallen prey to an interpretation of 
literature which sees in it only the manifestations of the Zeitgeist in- 
stead of accepting each literary product as an individual work of art. 
We have, in a great number of instances, indulged in semi-sociological 
interpretation — an interpretation which is not sociological enough to 
be of use to the sociologist and which is too sociological to do justice to 
the individuality of the work. In a paper on the Epochs in German 
Literature, Robert Herndon Fife has stated the point of view of the 
humanist regarding a materialist interpretation of history: “We may 
readily concede that all men must eat, that all wear some sort of clothes, 
all dwell in families and communities, and all, or almost all, gain their 
livelihood by co-operative effort. It also cannot be denied that all are 

8 T.e. the studies of Oscar H. Werner and Clifford Woody, both in volume 17 


of the Publications of the American and Canadian Committees on Modern Languages, 
New York 1930. 
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the subjects, or victims, of political activity and political change. But 
that the motives of the events that constitute history depend on these 
rather than on the ethical and the aesthetic forces that arise intuitively 
from the depths of our nature and have defied hunger and thirst, torture 
and death, and every humiliation of the body and cataclysm of nature, 
cannot be conceded.” ® 

Not only has our interpretation of literature attempted to conciliate 
the materialistic trend of the times. Instead of acting against the ma- 
terialistic interpretation of life we have even tried to prove the value of 
foreign language study in increasing the earning power of the individual. 
Instead of strengthening those ethical and aesthetic forces of which Pro- 
fessor Fife speaks, we have advertised the usefulness of German for scien- 
tists and have attempted to prove its usefulness in other fields. We have 
forgotten the words of Nietzsche who in his lectures Uber die Zukunft 
unserer Bildungsanstalten clearly contrasts, as mutually exclusive, “An- 
stalten der Bildung und Anstalten der Lebensnot.” '° 

A direct consequence of the materialism of our time is its emphasis 
on that which is tangible, visible, audible, measurable. Many of the argu- 
ments against idealism or “irrationalism” are actually directed against some- 
thing which is considered unreal because it is not accessible to the five 
senses. The argument against literature, “that it does not deal with reality 
but rather with an image — a fading illusion of reality” is not “the grav- 
est”? It is rather evidence of an interpretation of reality which the 
humanist cannot accept any more than he can a “sensible, comfortable, 
useful, expedient life” ** as the end of education. Again we must lament 
a betrayal of principles: Literature is not a mirror of reality. If it were, 
any court reporter could surpass Hdlderlin. Literature is not significant 
for its portrayal of reality. Yet most of our interpretations of literature 
are centered around its tangible qualities. We often describe a literary 
work of art, classify it and analyze it. How amazed and ashamed are we 
sometimes to find that our students show a more adequate reaction than 
we do, and are sincerely moved by the aesthetic beauty of the work in 
question! German literature more than any other should be a counter- 
agent against the trend we have indicated. We can not do full justice to 
Barock poetry nor can we understand the Romantic works by reducing 
them to their content of thought and of matter. No analysis can hope to 
penetrate the secrets of Mignon’s songs or the beauty of Mathias Claudius’ 
Abendlied. They must be experienced as totalities. — There is, inciden- 
tally, something basically wrong with the preparation of teachers of for- 
eign languages. All too often their graduate studies force them to devote 
much time to minor works. In their eagerness to make an original con- 
tribution to our field of knowledge, they are apt to lose the enthusiasm 
for great literature which is one of the most desirable qualities in a teacher. 


*G.R. 14:94. 

10 Kroner edition, p. 356. 

11 Helmut Rehder, Literature as an Experience, M.F.D.U. 31:262. 
12 Td. 
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German literature more than French or Spanish is a literature of the 
dream, of that which is beyond the intellect and the world of tangible 
realities. Heinrich Heine, in his Englische Fragmente, has written an apol- 
ogy for this side of the German mind: ,,Lieber Herr, scheltet mir nicht die 
Deutschen! Wenn sie auch Traumer sind, so haben doch manche unter 
ihnen so schéne Traume getraumt, daB ich sie kaum vertauschen méchte 
gegen die wachende Wirklichkeit unserer Nachbarn. . . . Wenn einst, 
was Gott verhiite, in der ganzen Welt die Freiheit verschwunden ist, so 
wird ein deutscher Traumer sie in seinen Traumen wieder entdecken.” ** 
The irrational character of German literature makes it the natural remedy 
for the shallow rationalism of our times. There is reason to believe that 
some reaction against this rationalism is on the way. The revival of music 
in this country is an indication of it, the success of sects is another. Ger- 
man romanticism and German music should be allowed to take part in 
this spiritual revival. On the part of the German instructors it is only a 
matter of practical intelligence to use the tremendous possibilities of our 
field in this regard. Professor T. Schreiber at Pueblo Junior College has 
had excellent results with his Wagner courses. A similar course at Bryn 
Mawr College proved so popular that it had to be divided into two sec- 
tions. The use of music in teaching, however, is not merely materially 
useful but it has — and this is more important — a definite bearing on the 
needs of our times. It may be instrumental in leading American civiliza- 
tion out of its rationalistic impasse. 


Quality versus Quantity. 

A direct result of the materialism of our age is an emphasis on quan- 
tity over quality. The commonplace mind delights in counting and 
weighing, while the superior spirit evaluates and judges. One result of our 
preoccupation with visible output is a concept of time as a rapidly moving 
process, a concept which is detrimental to human happiness as well as 
to the production of worth while works. In the humanities no exception 
to this trend can be noticed. We have capitulated before the time-concept 
of our age. We apologize for dealing with the “past”.** We put quantity 
before quality. The program of Saint John’s College, designed to be a 
bulwark of humanism, bears out this point. It proposes to cover a range 
of subject matter which would tax the comprehension of Leonardo da 
Vinci. Serious and gifted scholars in our ranks have adopted the belt 
system and produce second rate material en masse. Heads of departments 
more often than not are rushed executives interested in a numerically im- 
pressive output in pages and Ph. D.’s. They are often caricatures of ser- 
ene scholars. Young men at big universities are encouraged to produce 
quickly rather than well.*® And first and second year students are inter- 


18 Karpeles ed., vol. IV, p. 8 f. 
14 Cf. Rehder’s article which seems motivated by impulses parallel to this writer’s 
but which is too conciliatory. 


18 Heinz Bluhm, Nietzsche und die Gelehrtenexistenx, M.F.D.U., 31:65 ff. An 
excellent statement of the problem. 
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ested in their reading speed rather than in the value of what they read. 
The study of a foreign language should prove a valuable help in combat- 
ting this unfortunate trend of the times. We instructors could make a 
valuable contribution to the times by showing our students the rewards 
of slow plodding, rather than hurrying them through a streamlined course. 
The young Nietzsche recognized a value in philology which can be found 
in our work as well: “Philology is that venerable art which exacts from 
its followers one thing above all — to step to one side, to leave themselves 
spare moments, to grow silent, to become slow — the leisurely art of the 
goldsmith and of the connoisseur applied to language: an art which has 
nothing to do but carry out fine careful work, and attains nothing if not 
lento. For this very reason philology is now more desirable than ever 
before; for this very reason it is the highest attraction and incitement in 
an age of ‘work’; that is to say, of haste, of unseemly and immoderate 
hurry-scurry, which is intent upon ‘getting things done at once’ even 
every book, whether old or new.” ** The teacher of modern languages 
should keep these words before his eyes. They can give him a new atti- 
tude toward his work. He will not be concerned so much with the amount 
of “culture” transmitted but rather with its genuineness. He will under- 
stand that it is never a question of “covering” so much material but of 
starting a process in the student. He will see the wisdom of the words 
of Edouard Herriot who at one time said that education must not fill a 
vessel but light a torch. He will remember the words from Ottilie’s diary 
in the Wahlverwandtschaften: ,,Ein Lehrer, der das Gefiihl an einer ein- 
zigen guten Tat, an einem einzigen guten Gedicht erwecken kann, leistet 
mehr als Einer, der uns ganze Reihen untergeordneter Naturbildungen der 
Gestalt und dem Namen nach iiberliefert.” *7 

There is, in our times, a rush toward those studies which promise im- 
mediate dividends for time invested. It is an essential characteristic of 
foreign language study that it requires at least one year of hard and patient 
work before it shows any semblance of rewards. It is highly questionable 
whether we do our students a good service by turning this long and 
tedious process into a pleasant entertainment and by giving them the illu- 
sion of making tangible progress every day. In the long run, it may be 
more rewarding to hold before their eyes, as a far distant goal, the reading 
of the foreign literature, and to emphasize the preparatory character of 
the work done the first year and in part of the second. Such an attitude 
may be conducive to patience and thoroughness, both highly desirable 
attributes in our restless age. 

The social sciences hold that a knowledge of society and its problems 
and of democratic institutions are the answer of education to the crisis 
of democracy. They believe that education should be directed at the 
reasoning faculties of men — who shall know the truth and be made free 


16 Elisabeth Férster-Nietzsche. The Life of Nietzsche, vol. 1, New York, 1912, 


p- 183. 
17 Book two, seventh chapter. 
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by the truth. The social sciences further claim that life has become more 
complex and that therefore our youth must be prepared for it by learning 
about as many of its complexities as possible. On the basis of this reason- 
ing, there has come into vogue an educational trend which some of us, 
perhaps erroneously, identify with Columbia Teachers College. This 
trend is toward an extension of territory covered in secondary and higher 
education, with special emphasis on the social sciences, toward the es- 
tablishing of national standards, and toward the “social significance” of 
learning. The humanist finds himself hesitant to follow the indicated path. 
He is not convinced that anything basic has become more complex in 
our lives. He believes that the experiences of victory and defeat, activity 
and rest, love and death are just as simple or complex as they always were. 
He sees an element of cheapness and shoddiness in attempts to broaden 
the educational territory, and to make the young acquainted with the 
mass and its reactions. He regrets the preoccupation of modern education 
with the intellect and he wishes something might be done about the char- 
acter of our students.’* He feels that character can only develop around 
a core of sound interest and knowledge. He fears that progressive educa- 
tion overlooks values of character which develop through the concentra- 
tion of all efforts of the individual on one field or one job: namely, faith- 
fulness, steadiness, humility, selflessness, courage. 


There is an element of pessimism in limiting ourselves to the practical 
and possible — a pessimism which in turn infects the young who, for lack 
of distant goals, lose their enthusiasm. In a recent work on modern music 
there are lines which seem a variation of Manto’s beautiful words about 
Faust: ,,Den lieb ich, der Unmégliches begehrt.” These lines are espe- 
cially encouraging because they come from a man whose compositions 
are proof that he is not a reactionary. Ernst Krenek, in his booklet Uber 
neue Musik *® has this to say about the old “Lernschule” and the new 
“Arbeitsschule”: ,,In Kiirze zeigt sich aber, daB diese Bewegung zur 
sogenannten Geistesfreiheit in Wirklichkeit den geistesfeindlichsten Ab- 
sichten dienstbar gemacht wurde. Anstatt, daB die Befreiung vom Ballast 
alter Gedachtnis- und Fertigkeitsiibungen zu einer Vertiefung in die wirk- 
lichen Probleme, die die neue Entwicklung der Musik darbietet, beniitzt 
worden wire, hat man lieber den Weg des geringsten Widerstandes ge- 
wihlt; man hat die Kinder auf die geniigsame Beschaftigung mit dem Er- 
reichbaren trainiert, anstatt ihnen zu zeigen, daB das Wesentliche das 
Unerreichbare ist. In der scheinbar so optimistischen Bejahung des Er- 
reichbaren, in der Bescheidung auf das Diesseitige, liegt in Wirklichkeit 
ein groBer Pessimismus, der mit einer giiltigen Konzeption der Menschen- 
wiirde nicht vereinbar ist. Es geh6rt mehr Mut dazu — und darum ist es 
auch ein wiirdigeres Erziehungsziel — , der Unerreichbarkeit bestimmter 
Gehalte fiir die Mehrzahl der Menschen ins Auge zu sehen und sie zu 

18 An excellent exposition of the problem can be found in Harry K. Eversull, 
Education and the Democratic Tradition, Marietta College Press 1938, p. 60 ff. 
19 Wien 1937, p. 99. 
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respektieren, und doch unverdrossen auf dem Weg zu dem Gipfel, von 
dem man wei, daB man ihn nicht erreichen kann, so weit zu steigen, als 
es der eigenen Kraft nur immer méglich ist, anstatt frisch-fréhlich auf 
jeden Fall unten zu bleiben und die Bewohner héherer Bezirke als Narren 
und Gesellschafts- oder Volksfeinde zu erkliren. Es ist das Kenzeichen 
des modernen Barbaren, der jene nicht fertig gewordene oder schon wie- 
der verwilderte Form des zivilisierten Menschen ist, da8 er den Fremden, 
den er nicht versteht, auslacht oder erschligt; nur das Tabu des Fremden- 
verkehrs vermag ihn eventuell vor solchem Ausleben seiner Instinkte zu- 
riickzuhalten. Der echte Wilde 6ffnet dem Fremden sein Haus und halt 
den Narren, oder wer ihm als solcher vorkommt, heilig.” 

The study of foreign languages may be a long and hard process. Its 
rewards may be intangible. Its goal may be unattainable. All the more 
reason for strengthening this discipline in an age of restlessness, impatience, 
lack of enthusiasm and barbarism! 


Individual versus Average. 


Our newspapers and periodicals are full of discussions on the crisis 
of democracy. We all believe with Plato, that “states are as men are; they 
grow out of human characters.” *° But we fail to see that the real danger 
for democracy lies not so much in the arrival of totalitarian regimes in 
Europe and Asia as in the rise to political power of the mass-man.”" Sancti- 
fication of constitution and civil liberties is not going to prevent undemo- 
cratic forms of government. These things, just as the material goods to 
which Huxley had reference, are ours. And the question is again, what 
are we going to do with them. 


The humanist is not interested in turning out mass products. He is 
loath to accept any universal educational standards as binding. He recog- 
nizes that each human being stands under his own star. In an age of uni- 
form thinking, therefore, he considers it his duty to rediscover and re- 
establish the individual. In an education preoccupied with averages and 
norms, percentiles and means, standards and deviations, it becomes his 
task to awaken understanding for the individual. And, as Ernst Jockers 
has pointed out in his essay on Philosophie und. Literaturwissenschaft, the 
best approach to man is through great men: ,,Wer den Menschen er- 
klaren will in der ihm eigentiimlichsten Wirksamkeit, der sch6pferischen, 
der muB ihn in seinen héchsten Exemplaren erklaren, nicht in dem durch- 
gangigen Mittelgut, dieser Fabrikware der Natur, wie Schopenhauer sich 
auszudriicken beliebte.” ** In an age which believes in the dramatic great- 
ness of baseball games,”* it becomes the task of the humanist to defend the 
greatness of the tragic hero, who is great, not because he is representative 

20 Republic, Book VIII. 

21 Cf. Thomas Mann, The Coming Victory of Democracy, New York 1938, p. 32. 

22 G.R., 10:169. 

28 The Purposes of Education in American Democracy, Washington, D.C. 1938, 
p- 65. 
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of his time, not because he contributes to his age, not because he conforms, 
but because he is true to the ,,Gesetz, nach dem er angetreten.” 

In an age which stresses the control of social conditions over the in- 
dividual, it becomes the task of the humanist to stress the power of the 
human will. If he is at all familiar with his subject he will be aware 
of the decisive influence of the times on even the greatest. But he will 
make it his duty to sacrifice everything in his teaching to that which he 
considers most important: the great individual and his work. German 
literature is outstanding for its wealth of great personalities — personalities 
often romantic and unrealistic, even freakish, but always true to them- 
selves. In a letter to Friedrich Nietzsche in 1887, George Brandes has 
observed this trait as characteristic of a German: “All I meant by being 
German was that you write more for yourself, think more of yourself in 
writing, than for the general public; whereas most non-German writers 
have been obliged to force themselves into a certain discipline of style, 
which no doubt makes the latter clearer and more placid, but necessarily 
deprives it of all profundity and compels the writer to keep to himself 
his most intimate and best individuality, the anonymous in him.” ** If it 
is true that the humanities offer an antidote against the triumph of the 
average, and if it is true that German literature is outstanding for its in- 
dividualism, then we, the teachers of German, must refuse reading ma- 
terial which is representative of the average of the German people rather 
than of great and valuable literature. We must insist on acquainting our 
students with the great, with Goethe and Schiller, Hélderlin and Kleist, 
Heine and Nietzsche, Thomas Mann and Rilke, rather than with Heyse, 
Baumbach, Meyer-Forster, and Kastner. Our ambition must not be to out- 
piffle English courses on the Western short story by presenting our stu- 
dents with pictures of sauerkraut-eating Teutons. That side of Germany 
is as uninteresting as are the case histories with which social scientists 
spice their often insipid broth. Money-changers in educational disguise 
have reduced youth to a period of preparation for money-making by in- 
culcating in the young the standards of the herd. It becomes the task of 
the humanist in general and of the German teacher in particular to in- 
troduce young men and women to the great. 

A number of us doubt whether we and our families will be able to 
eat if we refuse to go with the times. It would be easy to answer with 
the scorn of Heine’s Grenadier ,,Was schert mich Weib, was schert mich 
Kind.” It would be most picturesque to appeal to that German en- 
thusiasm which inspired Madame de Staél to write her book about Ger- 
many. It would be dramatic to end with an appeal to the German virtues 
which Tacitus held up to his decadent age. 

It would not be proper, however, for a humanist to make such dra- 
matic and unrealistic appeals. It is part of his faith to observe reality and 
to discover that which is possible. Today more than ever he has good 
reason to believe that his times need him. In times when “the common- 


24 George Brandes, Friedrich Nietzsche, London 1914, p. 66. 
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place mind has the assurance to proclaim the rights of the commonplace 
and to impose them wherever it will,” the humanist need not worry about 
his existence. He can cheerfully follow Goethe’s words: 

Sich des Halben zu entwéhnen 

Und im Ganzen, Vollen, Schénen 

Resolut zu leben. 
For the commonplace mind is becoming aware of his predicament. He 
fears that he is not living the good life and he is willing to be guided. 

There is a genuine need for the contribution of the humanist. If 

the humanist remains true to his principles he need not fear for the ma- 
terial welfare of himself and his family. He cannot but win his fight be- 
cause his is the good fight. His only real enemy is his own half-heartedness 
and cowardice. More than ever the times need him. Man is clamoring 
for spiritual food. If he does not receive it, he will turn to false prophets. 
It becomes the mission of the humanist to minister to the needs of his 
times. He need only return to his original articles of faith to give his 
times that which they need most: faith in the human being and in his 
essential goodness. 
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fiihrung in das volkhafte Schrifttum unserer Zeit. Mit 16 Dichterbildern. Ber- 
lin 238 pp. 

und Gegenwartsdichtung. MDG 17-23. 

LION, FERDINAND. Uber vergangenes und zukunftiges Theater. MW 677-689. 

LUTGEN, KURT. MaB und Mitte. Eine Betrachtung zum Werk der Dichter Ru- 
dolf G. Binding und Hans Carossa. Das deutsche Wort 76-81. 

MANKIEWICZ, FRANK. German literature 1933-1938. GQ 179-191. 

MARTINI, FRITZ. Vom Naturalismus bis zur Gegenwart. ZD 262-271. 

MEYER, HEINRICH. Zur neueren deutschen Lynik. MDU 22-33 [Adolf von Hatz- 
feld, Eberhard Meckel]. 

MULLER, WOLFGANG. Zivilisationsroman und naiver Roman. NR (December) 
456-460 [Willy Kramps, Joachim MaaB, August Scholtis, Roland Ziersch]. 

MULOT, ARNO. Der Arbeiter in der deutschen Dichtung unserer Zeit. Teil I, 
Buch 3. Stuttgart. 

Der nationalsozialistische Roman. Nationalsozialistische Bibliographie (March- 
April) 106 ff. [Dwinger, Eggers, Salomon]. 
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OPPEL, HORST. Die Literaturwissenschaft in der Gegenwart. Methodologie und 
Wissenschaftslehre. Stuttgart xvi + 182 pp. 

PAULSEN, RUDOLF. Der ,,ahnungslose“ Bichter DDS 166-167. 

PONGS, HERMANN. Das Bild in der Dichtung. Band 2: Voruntersuchungen zum 
Symbol. Marburg 632 pp. 

RIECKE, H. Das Gesamturteil der deutschen Presse iiber wichtige Biicher der letzten 
Jahre. Bb 93-118. 

ROGER-HENRICHSEN, GUDMUND. German refugee literature. London Mer- 
cury 402-408. 

ROOT, WINTHROP H. Optimism in the naturalistic Weltanschauung. GR 54-63. 

ROSENHAUPT, HANS HELM. Der deutsche Dichter um die Jahrhundert- 
wende und seine Abgeléstheit von der Gesellschaft. [Diss. Bern]. Bern 287 ip. 

SAMUEL, RICHARD and THOMAS, R. HINTON. Expressionism in German life, 
literature and the theatre 1910-1924. Cambridge 203 pp. 

SCHLOTERMANN, HEINZ. Das deutsche Weltkriegsdrama 1919-1937. [Diss. Jena]. 
Wiirzburg xii + 175 pp. 

SCHMIDT, LEOPOLD. Wurzeln und Wege der dichterischen Gestaltung volk- 
haften Lebens in Osterreich. DiV 8-31 [Billinger, Grogger, Wager, Wildgans]. 

SCHULTZ, FRANZ. Junge Erzahler. NR (November) 414-415 [Bernt von Heise- 
ler, Marianne Langewiesche, Felix Liitzendorf)]. 

SCHUMANN, DETLEV W. Gedanken zu Hofmannsthals Begriff der ,,Konservati- 
ven Revolution.“ PMLA 853-899. 

SCHWITZKE, H. Historie und Gegenwart in der Dichtkunst. Aut (July) 10-11. 

STANG, WALTER. Gedanken zum Drama der Gegenwart. NaM 508-516. 

STEARNS, HAROLD EVERETT, Jr. Germany’s military heroes of the Napoleonic 
era in her — historical drama. Currents of German nationalism in recent 
historical plays. [Diss. Michigan]. 147 pp. 

STEDING, CHRISTOPH. Das Reich und die Krankheit der europaischen Kultur. 
Hamburg xlv + 765 pp. [contains a discussion of contemporary literature]. 
STOFFERS, WILHELM. Juden und Ghetto in der deutschen Literatur bis zum Aus- 

pane des Weltkrieges. [Diss. Nijmegen]. Graz 800 pp. 
R, WILHELMINA. Deutsche eapnnienduisce Dichtung im Lichte der 
Philosophie der Gegenwart. Amsterdam 222 pp. 

SUSKIND, W. E. Neue Wege des Romans. Anmerkungen und Ausblicke bei der 
Betrachtung von neuen Biichern. Li 214-215 [Beheim-Schwarzbach, Kessel, Edgar 
Maa8, Tummler]. 

TRANCKNER, C. Plattdeutsches Schrifttum seit 1933. Li 470-474. 

USINGER, FRITZ. Zur Problematik der modernen Weltdeutung. Die Wandlung 
des Weltbildes von der Klassik bis zur Gegenwart. Bw 199-208. 

WACHSMUTH, BRUNO. Der Arzt in der Dichtung unserer Zeit. Stuttgart xii + 


244 pp. 
Vy in der Dichtung unserer Zeit. Bb 1-12. 

WAIS, KURT. Die nationalen Typen des neuern Dramas im genetischen Zusammen- 
hang. He 108-109. 

WEHE, WALTER. Das Amerika-Erlebnis in der deutschen Literatur. GDZ 96-104. 

WERNER, B. E. Die Begegnung zweier Dichter (George und Hofmannsthal). DR 
(July) 40-43. 

WILHELM. HANS HERMANN. Uber den deutschen Bauernroman. DDS 167-169. 
Uber den historischen Roman. ibid. 50-52. 

WISCHMANN, F. Geschichte der deutschen Dichtung. Frankfurt am Main 180 pp. 

ZIESEMER, W. reuBische Dichtung. K6nigsberg 46 pp. 

ZILLICH, HEINRICH. Die deutsche Dichtung und die Welt der Geschichte. IR 


1179-1196. 
II. Individual Authors 


ALVERDES, PAUL. See § 1 under Fournier, Giinther, Heu8. 
ANDRES, STEFAN. See § 1 under Fournier. 
BACMEISTER, ERNST. 
Wuchs und Werk. Die Gestalt meines Lebens. Markkleeberg 294 pp. 
Franke, Hans. EB, oder der Sieg des Geistes. Bw 237-240. See also § 1 under Denis. 
BAUER-SCHWIND, GRETA. 
Steinermayr, F. C. Eine deutsche Dichterin aus Mahren: GB-S. Li 403-405. 
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BAUMER, GERTRUD. See § 1 under Hofstaetter. 
BEHEIM-SCHWARZBACH, MARTIN. See § 1 under Siiskind. 
BERGENGRUEN, WERNER. 
Vorfahren und alte Hauser. NL 169-175 [autobiographical sketch]. 
Loersch, Ronald. WB. NL 175-189 [includes a bibliography by Ernst Metelmann]. 
See also § 1 under Haxel. 
BETHGE, FRIEDRICH. 
Junghans, Ferdinand. FB. NL 234-239 [includes a bibliography by Ernst Metel- 
mann]. 
BEUMELBERG, WERNER. 
Pollak, Walter. WB— der Kiinder des Reiches. Zu seinem 40. Geburtstag am 
19. Februar 1939. GE 172-176. See also § 1 under Grothe and Haxel. 
BILLINGER, RICHARD. See §1 under Fournier, Kainz, Schmidt. 
BINDING, RUDOLF G. 
RGB zum Gedachtnis. Markkleeberg 23 pp. [includes essays by K. Rauch and 
W. E. Siiskind]. 
Alverdes, Paul. Abschied von RGB. Li 736-738. 
Mayer, Anton. Der Gottergleiche. Erinnerungen an RGB. Potsdam 94 pp. 
Millotat, Heinz. RGBs erzahlerisches Werk. [Diss. Marburg]. Wurzburg 94 pp. 
See also § 1 under Heuf und Liitgen. 
BISCHOFF, FRIEDRICH. 
Aus meinem Leben. OM 581-584. 
Arens, Hans. FB. OM 585-588. 
BLUNCK, HANS FRIEDRICH. See §1 under Haxel and Hofstaetter. 
BODENREUTH, FRIEDRICH. Uber mich selbst. OM 522-523. 
BRECHT, BERTOLD. 
Gegenwartiges Theater I: Was ist das epische Theater? MW 831-837. 
Grenzen des Brechttheaters. MW 837-841. 
BREHM, BRUNO. 
Kleines Selbstbildnis. OM 523-526. 
BB iiber sich selbst. SuM 317-320. 
Die Osterreich-Trilogie von BB, der Trager des nationalen Buchpreises 1939. BV 
16-20. 
Elster, Hanns Martin. BB. Tii 255-256. 
Fikenscher, F. Die Weltkrieg-Trilogie von BB. Sch 770-772. 
Pollak, Walter. BB — Trager des nationalen Buchpreises 1939. GE 553-555 [in- 
cludes a bibliography of B’s works]. See also § 1 under Haxel. 
BRITTING, GEORG. 
Marker, Friedrich. GB. NL 119-126 [includes a bibliography by Ernst Metel- 
mann]. See also § 1 under Fournier and Heiseler. 
BROCK, PAUL. Nadolny-Schaumann, Elly. PB, der Dichter des Memellandes. OM 
178-180. 
BURTE, HERMANN. 
HB. Zum 60. Geburtstag des Dichters am 15. Februar 1939. Loérrach 82 pp. 
Dufner-Greif, Max. Der Wiltfeber-deutsche HB. Karlsruhe 142 pp. 
Knust, Hermann. HBs Katte im Unterricht. ZD 51-55. 
Straub, K. W. HB sechzigjahrig. Wm 300-301. See also § 1 under Grothe. 
CAROSSA, HANS. 
Der sechzigjahrige C. DR (January) 50. 
Baier, Clari. HC and the new Germany. GLL 125-137. 
Bertallot, Hans Werner. HCs lyrisches Werk. DiV 198-213. 
Jancke, Oskar. Das dichterische Wort HCs. Li 532-535. 
Nadler, Kate. Symbol und Existenz im dichterischen Kunstwerk HCs. DiV 
184-198. 
Obenauer, Karl Justus. HC zum 15. Dezember 1938. Aut (March) 203-208. 
Wood, Frank. HCs way. AGR (December) 30-33. 
See also § 1 under Bohme, Deux sexagénaires, Groth, Heiseler, Liitgen. 
CASTELLE, FRIEDRICH. 
Anders, Maria. FC. Zu seinem 60. Geburtstag. Ob 234-235. 
FC, Dichter, Schriftsteller und Vortragskiinstler. Zu seinem 60. Geburtstag. OM 
188-190. 
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CLAUDIUS, HERMANN. 

Bischoff, Oskar. HC —ein Dichter der inneren Welt. Deutscher Kulturwart 

(March) 51-53. 
DRESLER-SCHEMBER, ZISKA LUISE. 

Schempp, Marie. Die Balladendichterin LD-S und ihr Schaffen. Tii 558-560. 
DWINGER, EDWIN ERICH. See § 1 under Hodsoll and Mulot. 
EBNER-ESCHENBACH, MARIE VON. 

Fischer, Erika. Soziologie Mahrens in der zweiten Halfte des 19. Jahrhunderts als 

Hintergrund der Werke MvE-Es. [Diss.]. Leipzig 119 pp. 
ECKART, DIETRICH. 

Heydet, X. DE. Revue de Penseignement des langues vivantes (March-April). 

Wiedeburg, P. H. DE. [Diss. Erlangen]. Hamburg 255 pp. 

See also under B6hme. 

EGGERS, KURT. See § 1 under Mulot. 
EHRLER, HANS HEINRICH.. 

Gundling, Th. HHE, Herkunft und Werk. Waiirttemberger Schulwarte 296-310. 
ENGELKE, GURRIT. 

Bauer, Walter. Die Jugend des Genius. Die Briefe von GE. Deutscher Kultur- 

wart (March) 53-56. 

Lampe, Walther. GEs Vermachtnis. Eck 77-81. 
ERNST, PAUL. 

PE und das Drama. Miinchen 223 pp. [contains essays on PE by Karl August 
Kutzbach, Erich Harlen, Herbert G. Goépfert, Erwin Laaths, Kurt Kehl, 
Ferdinand Junghans, Konrad Scheuer, Curt Langenbeck, Eberhard Wolf: 
Moller; also an index of references to drama and dramatists in PE’s Gonalael 
and autobiographical writings, prepared by Jane F. Goodloe and Harriet P. 
Turner]. 

Goodloe, Jane F. In defense of certain “fanatics” and a tribute to PE. AGR 
(June) 10-13; 40. 

Gopfert, Herbert G. Demetrios als politisches Drama. IR 500-502. 

Harlen, Hasso. Das Indische im Werk von PE. NL 266-269. 

Hoefer, Gerda. Wie PE das Verhaltnis von Gemeinschaft und Einsamkeit sah. 
Bk 301-303. 

Hugelmann, H. PE. Wirklichkeit, Waltanschauung, Prosaform. [Diss. Erlan- 

n]. Erlangen viii + 173 pp. 

Laaths, Erwin. Der Tragiker be: IR 1448-1465. 

Schlésser, Rainer. Ansprache bei der PE-Tagung in Leipzig. IR 458-461. 

Schumann, Rudolf. PE und der Begriff der Pflicht. Zu seinem 6. Todestag. Wm 
442-445. See also § 1 under Brie, Hasenkamp, Hofstaetter. 


ERTL, EMIL. See §1 under Kainz. 
FALLADA, HANS. See § 1 under Fournier. 
FEDERER, HEINRICH. 
Foerster, Irmgard. Mittel der Darstellung bei HF. Berlin 98 pp. 
FINCKENSTEIN, OTFRIED GRAF. 
Bannert, Willy Hans. Der ostpreuBische Dichter OGF. OM 118-120. 
FLAKE, OTTO. See § 1 under Fournier. 
FOCK, GORCH. 
Kalkop, Hans. GF. Vom Leben, Dichten und Glauben eines deutschen Seemanns. 
Berlin 16 pp. 
FONTANE, THEODOR. 
HO6fer, Conrad. TF und die Familie von Wangenheim. Aus dem Nachla8 heraus- 
gegeben von CH. Eisenach 103 pp. [350 copies privately printed]. 
Knudsen, Hans. Aus dem F-NachlaB. GA (September 20) 4. 
Park, Ro :mary. TF’s unheroic heroes. GR 32-44. 
Rauthack-Heufelder, Katharina. Idee und Form im Werke Knut Hamsuns. ZA 
202-225 [alludes to Fontane]. 
Remak, H. H. Heyse, Schott and F. MLN 287-288. 
FRANCK, HANS. 
Lemke, Ernst. Das geistige Bild HFs. Zu seinem 60. Geburtstag. Schule der Frei- 
heit 15-20. HF. Zu seinem 60. Geburtstag am 30. Juli 1939. OM 227-229. 
Der Lyriker HF. Zu seinem 60. Geburtstag am 30. Juli 1939. Tii 420-423. 
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Rothfuchs, E. HFs Novelle Der eindugige Schimmel als Ausdeutung der beiden 
Begriffe: plastisches Leben und Werterlebnis. ZD 437-442. 
See also § 1 under Fournier and Hofstaetter. 
GEORGE, STEFAN. 
Ten poems translated. PL 343-347. 
Adriani, Bruno. Baudelaire und G. Berlin 67 pp. 
Aler, J. M. M. Zur Interpretation des Stern des Bundes. Ne 107-121. 
Benrath, H. Die Stimme Delphis: Sappho, Platen, George. Ziirich 89 pp. 
Koch, Franz. SG und sein Kreis. Bw 70-82. 

Siebert, Wernherr. Der alte SG. Mainz 54 pp. 

Spenle, J. E. SG et les poétes symbolistes frangais. He 9-23. 

See also § 1 under Gast, Hartleben, Hasenkamp, Heiseler, Werner. 

GMELIN, OTTO. 

H.E. OG. Ta 715-718. 

Schénfeld, Herbert. OGs Erzahlung Die Gralsburg im deutschen Unterricht. 
ZD 178-181. See also § 1 under Fournier. 

GOBSCH, HANNS. 
Bachler, Karl. HG. NL 340-343 [includes a bibliography of G’s writings]. 
GOLTZ, JOACHIM VON DER. See § 1 under Fournier. 
GOTT, EMIL. 
Gottlieb, E. EG. Die Hilfe 460-462. 
GRENGG, MARIE. 

Heimat und Herkunft. Eck 177-178. 

Anwand, Oskar. Eine steiermarkische Dichterin. Eck 181-182. 

Pollak, Walter. Die Dichterin MG. Zu ihrem 50. Geburtstag am 26. Februar 1939. 
GE 28-29. See also § 1 under Grothe. 

GRIESE, FRIEDRICH. 

Darge, Elisabeth. FG. Li 211-213. 

Meerkatz, Albert. Erlauterungen zu FGs Die letzte Garbe. Leipzig 71 pp. 

See also § 1 under Fournier and Hodsoll. 

GRIMM, HANS. 
Claudius, Hermann. Kleine Randleiste za HG. NL 381-384 [anecdotes]. 
Dessin, G. Lippoldsberg. Frohes Leben (August 19) 333-341. 
House, Roy Temple. The South African Stories of HG. AGR (October) 16-17; 
37. See also $1 under Fournier, Heiseler, Hodsoll, Hofstaetter. 
GROGGER, PAULA. See §1 under Kainz and Schmidt. 
HALBE, MAX. See §1 under Becker and Bettex. 
HANDEL-MAZETTI, ERIKA VON. See §1 under Fournier and Hofstaetter. 
HANSJAKOB, HEINRICH. 
Auer, Heinrich. HH. Ein Beitrag zu seinem Leben und Wirken. Mit einer H- 
Bibliographie. Freiburg 35 pp. 
Dyroff, Adolf. Begegnung mit EL Ho (April) 76-78. 
HARDER, AGNES. 

Wittko, Paul. Die OstpreuBin AH. OM 673-675. See also § 1 under Fournier. 
HARTMANN, WOLF JUSTIN. 

Pollak, Walter. WJH. GE 622-624 [includes a bibliography of H’s works]. 
HATZFELD, ADOLF VON. See § 1 under Meyer. 
HAUPTMANN, CARL. See § 1 under Kaergel. 
HAUPTMANN, GERHART. 

Benecke, J. L’ceuvre dramatique de GH. CFA 166-170. 

Carlson, Harold G. Criticisms of heredity as a literary motif, with special refer- 
ence to newspapers and periodicals from 1880-1900. GR _ 165-182 [includes a 
bibliography; special references to GH]. 

Realism and contemporary American drama. AGR (June) 13. 

Dummer, E. Heyse. GH and the Chicago stage. AGR (December) 17-19. 

Jacobson, Anna. Zwei H-Fragmente. GR 45-53 [two little-known dramatic scenes 
on Biblical themes]. 

Schréder, Rudolf Alexander. Erntedank fiir GH. Zum 75. Geburtstag, 1937. In 
Aufsadtze und Reden I. Berlin, pp. 328-343. 

Voigt, Felix A. Grundfragen der Git Sendeng, GRM 271-287. 

See also § 1 under Bettex, Fournier, Kaergel. 
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HEISELER, BERNT VON. See §1 under Fournier and Schultz. 
HEISELER, HENRY VON. 
Gesamtausgabe der Werke HvHs. GA (January 5) 5-6. See also § 1 under Denis. 
HEITMANN, HANS 
Tranckner, C. HH. Vom Anstieg eines jungen Dichters. NL 482-489 [includes 
a bibliography of H’s works]. 
HELKE, FRITZ 
WeiBer, Erich. Die Bedeu des Dichters fiir die nationalpolitische Bildung. 
Preufische Rebellion von FH auf der Oberstufe. ZDB 254-264. 
HESSE, HERMANN. See § 1 under Bettex and Groth. 
HILLE, PETER. 
Timmermann, Ernst. PH. Persénlichkeit und Werk. [Diss. K6ln]. 143 pp. 
HOFMANNSTHAL, HUGO VON 
Fuchs, A. Initiation a l’étude de la langue et de la littérature allemandes modernes. 
Paris 299 pp. [contains an analysis of Der Tod des Tizian]. 
Schroder, Rudolf Alexander. In memoriam HvH. In Aufsdtze und Reden I. Ber- 
lin, PP. 268-290. Erster und letzter Besuch in Rodaun. ibid. pp. 291-313. 
See also § 1 under Gast and Werner. 
HUCH, RICARDA. 
Hieronimi, Martin. RH. Portrait d’un poéte allemand. CFA 406-410. 
JAHN, MORITZ. See § 1 under Haxel. 
JENSEN, JOHANNES V. See § 1 under Brie. 
JOHST, HANNS. 
Barthel, Ludwig Friedrich. HJ. IR 26-37. See also § 1 under Béhme. 
JONGER, ERNST. See § 1 under Heiseler. 
KAERGEL, HANS CHRISTOPH. 
Herse, Henrik. HCK. NL 57-65 [includes a bibliography by Ernst Metelmann]. 
Kohler, Willibald. HCK, der vollkommene Schlesier. Zu seinem 50. Geburtstag. 
Ob 46-50. 
Schade, Fritz. Der Schlesier HCK. SchM 97-99. 
Turley, Karl. Des Schlesiers ewige Sehnsucht. Zum 50. Geburtstag HCKs. Der 
Wanderer im Riesengebirge (February) 21-22. 
See also § 1 under Fournier and Grothe. 
KAFKA, FRANZ. 
Rahv, Philip. FK. The hero as lonely man. Kenyon Review (Winter) 60-74. 
KAISER, GEORG. 
Zu GKs 60. Geburtstag. MW 343-344. 
K6nigsgarten, Hugo F. GK, the leading playwright of expressionism. GLL 195-205. 
KASSNER, RUDOLF. 
Spoeri, Th. Form als Erfiillung des Daseins. Zu RKs Buch der Erinnerung. 
MW 697-701. 
KELLER, PAUL. See §1 under Kaergel. 
KESSEL, MARTIN. See § 1 under Siskind. 
KLABUND. Paulsen, Wolf: ~ K. GLL 222-230. 
KLOEPFER, HANS. Pollak. Walter. Der Dichter HK. GE 523-524. 
KLUGE, KURT. Pechel, Rudolf. Die StraBe nach Taschkent. DR (January) 39-41. 
KOCH, CHRISTINE. Berens-Totenohl, J. CK. Mitteilungen aus dem Quickborn 7-9. 
KOLBENHEYER, ERWIN GUIDO. 
K 60 Jahre. DR (January) 51-53. 
CloB, EGK. GDZ 179-183. 
Dapper, Georg. Der Aufbau des Paracelsus. ZDB 17-23. 
Engelbert, O. Der Denker EGK. Bei 21-30. 
Gablenz, G. Paracelsus und die Gegenwart. Bb 19-22 [Reclam’s study of K’s 


trilogy]. 

K. und Dichtung. Stuttgart. 

Hagen, H. W. EGK. Nationalsozialistische Bibliographie 125 ff. 

Kabitzky, G. Ks Goethebild. Goethe 288-305. 

Koch, Franz. EGK zum 60. Geburtstag. DiV 84-94. 

Korn, Karl. Mystik und deutsche Religiositat. NR (June) 612-618 [Das gottge- 
lobte Herz]. 

Lehmann, Kurt. EGK. NL 1-12 [includes a bibliography by Ernst Metelmann]. 
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Meyer, Henrich. EGK. Das deutsche Wort 9-16. 
Miiller, Otto Theodor. Vergleichende Durchnahme des englischen Kriegsgedich- 


tes The Volunteer von Herbert Asquith und des deutschen Kriegsgedichtes 
Geduld von EGK. NS 28-33. 


Rohrmann, Erwin. Ks Karlsbader Novelle. ZDB 10-17. 
Schlétermann-Kuffner, Liselotte. EGKs Dritte Biihne. [Diss. Jena]. Wirzburg 


93 PP- 
veustile, Hans. K-Bibliographie. DiV 94-109 [up to November 1938]. 
Wandrey, Conrad. K. Rechenschaft iiber ein Lebenswerk. IR 1129-1149. 
See also § 1 under B6hme, Deux sexagénaires, Haxel, Hofstaetter, Hodsoll. 
KOLL, KILIAN. 
Bannert, Willy Hans. Der ostpreuBische Dichter KK. OM 292-295. 
KONIG, EBERHARD. See § 1 under Kaergel. 
KOTZDE-KOTTENRODT, W. 
Einiges vom ry Weg und Ziel meines Lebens. NL 506-511 [includes a 
bibliography by Ernst Metelmann]. 
KRAMP, WILLY. See § 1 under Miller. 
KRETZER, MAX. MK 8s Jahre alt. Aut (April-May) 14. 
KRUGER, HERMANN ANDERS. See § 1 under Fournier. 
KURPIUN, ROBERT. 
Aus der Jugendzeit. OM 97-102. 
Hayduk, ‘Alene. Altmeister RK. Zu seinem 70. Geburtstag. Ob 231-233. 
Zuchhold, Hans. RK. Ein ostdeutsches Dichterleben. OM 116-118. 
KURTEN, FRANZ PETER. 
Mayr, R. FPK, oder der Acker des Herzens. NL 511-515. 
LANGEWIESCHE, MARIANNE. See § 1 under Schultz. 
LAUCKNER, ROLF. 
Casper, Siegfried. RLs Bernhard von Weimar. ZD 46-51. 
See also § 1 under Denis. 
LE FORT, GERTRUD VON. 
Danton, George H. GvLF. BA 283-288. See also § 1 under Heiseler. 
LERSCH, HEINRICH. 
Balk, E. W. HL. Miinchen 32 pp. 
Fervers, Kurt. HL. Tii 423-424. 
Gmelin, Otto (ed.). Chor der Freunde. Dichterzeugen fiir HL. K6ln 111 pp. 
See also § 1 under BGhme and Hodsoll. 
LEUTELT, GUSTAV. Herzog, Robert. GL. OM 526-530. 
LILIENCRON, DETLEV VON. 
Driecken, W. DvL. Deutsches Adelsblatt (July 29) 1022-1023. 
Elema, J. Stil und poetischer Charakter bei DvL. LGRP 243. 
Rentzell, Marga von. Dichter und Soldat. Zum 30. Todestage DvLs am 22. Juli 
1939. Ti 342-343. 
Witt, Berta. L. Zum 30. Todestage am 22. Juli 1933. OM 229-231. 
LINDE, OTTO ZUR. 
Paulsen, Rudolf. OzL. Ein vergessener westfalischer Dichter. Heimat und Reich 
44-50. 
Stehmann, Siegbert. Ein Gedenkblatt [fiir OzL]. Eck 93-95. 
LOERKE, OSKAR. See § 1 under Becker. 
LONS, HERMANN. 
Bertz, E. HL. Zur 25. Wiederkehr seines Todestages. Die badische Schule 411-412. 
Deimann, W. HL. Ein Deutscher, ein Soldat, ein Dichter. Bw 504-511. HL. Der 
Kiinstler und Kampfer. Eine Loénsbiographie und Briefausgabe. Hannover 
179 pp. HL. Ein soldatisches Vermichtnis. Berlin 72 pp. 
Floeck, Oswald. HL, zu seiner 25. Todestage am 26. September. GE 741-743. 
Ulbrich-Hannibal, Hermann. Heldengrab in der Heide. OM 671-673. 
LUDWIG, EMIL. Van Hoek, Kees. EL at home. BA 143-146. 
LUSERKE, MARTIN. 
Atzenbeck, Carl. ML. Sch 426-428. See also § 1 under Haxel. 
LUTZENDORF, FELIX. See § 1 under Schultz. 
MAASS, EDGAR. See § 1 under Siiskind. 
MAASS, JOACHIM. See §1 under Miller. 
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MANN, HEINRICH. Kesten, Hermann. HM und sein Henri Quatre. MW 552-560. 
MANN, THOMAS. 
Genschmer, Fred. TM: From subjectivism to realism. MDU 331-338. 
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Lind, Robert. The Crisis in Literature: I. Literature today. Sewanee Review 
35-62 [mentions TM]. 
Mann, Erika and Klaus. Portrait of our father. Atlantic Monthly 441-451. 
Weaver, John D. Artist in exile: TM. University Review (Kansas City) 208-213. 
MECHOW, KARL BENNO VON. See § 1 under Groth and Heiseler. 
MECKEL, EBERHARD. See §1 under Meyer. 
MELL, MAX. 
Heiseler, Bernt von. MM. Bw 230-234. See also §1 under Fournier, Heiseler, 
Kainz. 
MIEGEL, AGNES. 
Wie ich zu meiner Heimat stehe. Klingsor (March) 88-89. 
Die AltpreuBin AM. DR (March) 209-210. 
Stimmen der Freunde zum 60. Geburtstage der Dichterin. Jena 43 Blatter [con- 
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Ein unterdriicktes Vorwort zu Theodorich, Konig des Abendlandes. NL 240-242. 
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Dramas. Freiburg/Schweiz 112 pp. 
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WILDGANS, ANTON. See §1 under Schmidt. 
WINCKLER, JOSEF. See §1 under Heiseler. 
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TWO DIFFICULT POINTS OF GERMAN GRAMMAR 


Ernst FEIsE 
The Johns Hopkins University 


It has been my experience for years that even tried teachers are unable 
clearly to explain the difference between ‘aber’ in contrast to ‘sondern’, 
‘es gibt’ in contrast to ‘da sind’. This is not surprising since our textbooks 
and grammars, as far as I am aware, are generally vague in their definitions 
of the usage and bearing of these words. It is, therefore, perhaps not be- 
side the point to attempt a new clarification. 

Sondern—aber. 

Curme in his grammar states the rule as follows: ‘Sondern’ is only 
used after a negative, and introduces a contradictory statement, while 
‘aber’, which is used after either an affirmative or negative proposition, 
concedes the statement of the first proposition and introduces a limi- 
tation or a contrast. 

The case of ‘sondern’ is clear. A sheer contrast is stated; in the sen- 
tence ‘Der Tag war nicht warm, sondern kalt’, ‘nicht’ is closely related to 
‘sondern’ and both words receive no accent; the emphasis is purely on 
‘warm’ and ‘kalt’. 

In the case of ‘aber’, however, the first proposition is not devaluated 
as a whole but only the adjective is. ‘Der Tag war nicht warm, aber wind- 
still’: ‘nicht’ and ‘warm’ are closely related and ‘nicht’ receives a decided 
accent; the two words together mean ‘kalt’ and this is limited by ‘wind- 
still’. The meaning is: although the day was cold, it did not seem so on 
account of the lack of wind. It would be perfectly correct to turn the 
first proposition into a concessive clause: ‘obwohl der Tag kalt (= nicht 
warm) war, war es doch wenigstens windstill.” A similar relation exists in 
the statements: ‘Er hatte kein Geld, sondern groBe Landereien’ and ‘er 
hatte kein Geld, aber groBe Landereien’. In the first case, the first proposi- 
tion is radically rejected and the second proposition prevails, i. e. he was 
landpoor, he was not able to pay his bills on account of frozen assets (or 
liabilities); in the second case, the second proposition turns the statement 
into a positive one: all he had to do was to sell some land for he was, after 
all, rich. ‘Er war nicht reich, sondern zufrieden’ would be a silly state- 
ment; ‘er war nicht reich, aber zufrieden’ establishes a contrast which 
leaves a positive balance. 


In other words, ‘sondern’ demands two mutually exclusive proposi- 
tions, ‘aber’ may be used after a negative if the first proposition can be 
converted into a concessive clause. This seems to me a teachable rule. 


Es gibt—da sind 

All rules relating to these expressions speak of ‘es gibt’ as conveying 
a certain vagueness. Such a definition might be accepted or rejected ac- 
cording to one’s being a nominalist or realist, a distinction which would 
not facilitate the teaching of elementary grammar. 
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‘Es gibt heute drei Leute in dieser Stadt, die . . . ’ is certainly no 
vaguer than ‘es sind heute in dieser Stadt drei Leute, die . . . ’; and ‘es 
sind da ihrer drei’ admits the possibility of more existing while ‘es gibt 
ihrer drei’ precludes the existence of more anywhere beyond this number. 
Vagueness, therefore, is not the right connotation. The following four 
sentences are possible, meaningful, and correct and may show the difficulty 
arising from an introduction of the notion cf vagueness in regard to time, 
place, and number: 

I a) ‘Es gibt in diesem Zimmer augenblicklich drei Studenten, die 

immer dieselben Fehler machen.’ 
b) ‘Es sind in diesem Zimmer augenblicklich drei Studenten, die 
immer dieselben Fehler machen.’ 

II a) ‘Es gibt in dieser Stadt jetzt einen Doktor, namens Ernst Miiller, 

der Krebs heilen soll.’ 
b) ‘Es ist in dieser Stadt jetzt ein Doktor, namens Ernst Miiller, der 
Krebs heilen soll.’ 
The difference lies exclusively in the speaker’s subjective interpretation. In 
Ia and Ila he stresses the idea, the abstraction, the fact that such a case 
exists, and this generally includes a feeling of surprise, of wondering: ‘Man 
denke sich, es gibt . . . ’. (Curme introduces the concept of “providence, 
laws of nature or of certain circumstances”, which seem to me not to 
clarify the case.) In Ib and IIb the sense perception, the deictic quality 
is stressed: ‘Seht sie ’mal an, da sitzen sie . . .’ or ‘Gehn Sie doch ’mal zu 
diesem Doktor Miiller, der kann Ihnen vielleicht helfen’. Thus the rule 
might reasonably be stated: ‘es gibt’ stresses the idea, ‘da sind’ the sense 
perception. 

The paradigm which Curme adds at the end of his paragraph a needs 
a special treatment. Although the same general rule holds good as an ex- 
planation, ‘es gibt’ has here developed more or less into an idiom: ‘Gestern 
gab’s Kohl, heute gibt’s wieder welchen’, which would be: Yesterday’s 
fare was cabbage, etc. But ‘es ist noch Kohl da’, ‘da sind noch Apfelsinen’ 
means: there is cabbage left, there are oranges left, in contrast to ‘es gibt 
noch Pudding,’ ‘es gibt noch Apfelsinen’— the next course is pudding, 
as the next course we shall have oranges. 


BERICHTE UND MITTEILUNGEN 


Summer Session, University of Wisconsin 


The Summer Session of the University of Wisconsin will open on 
June 25, 1940. The general session for undergraduate and graduate stu- 
dents continues for six weeks, ending on August 2. The special courses 
for graduates, formerly nine weeks in length, now eight, will begin on 
June 25 and end on August 16. 
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Staff members in German are: Professors Heffner, Rehder, Réseler, 
von Grueningen; Instructors Salinger, Workman. 

Some m the major courses offered: The Classical Period, German 
Literature of the Pre-Classical Period, Old High German, Phonetics, Lit- 
erary Seminar: Problems in the Modern German Novel, Research in Ger- 
man and Germanic Philology. 


Das Deutsche Haus 

The German House of the University of Wisconsin offers unusual 

opportunity to students at the University. It is carried on under the aus- 

ices of the German Department as a home for women students especially 
interested in the study of German. Residence at the House has invariably 
proved of great benefit to prospective teachers as well as to others desirous 
of perfecting themselves in the conversational use of German, but unable 
to go abroad for a longer period. 

The German House is situated at 508 North Frances Street, a few 
minutes’ walk from the Library and the rest of the university buildings, 
just off the State Street bus line, two blocks from the lake, and within a 
short distance of the business section of the city. The rooms are comfort- 
table and attractive and have ample closet space. An advance deposit of 
$10 is required as a reservation fee which is applied on the room rent. 

Rates have been adjusted for the summer session to meet the new 
prices set by the wencnen 7 Room and board per person for six weeks 
in double rooms $55.00 and $56.00, single rooms $55.00 to $65.00. 

Those wishing to engage rooms for 8 weeks may arrange to do so. 

Board is $6.50 a week. Men as well as women students not living at 
the House may take meals there — either single meals or full board. 

For further particulars address: The German House, 508 North 
Frances Street, Madison, Wisconsin. 


The German School of Middlebury College 


This summer, the German School of Middiebury College, ideally lo- 
cated in the small village of Bristol, Vermont, at the foot of the Green 
Mountains, will hold its tenth session after its reopening after the first 
World War in 1931. The session will open on July 1 and continue until 
August 15. It is designed primarily for advanced students of German 
who, possessing a fair speaking and reading knowledge of the language, 
wish to perfect their speaking ability and study German literature, civili- 
zation, and phonetics in a German a The language require- 
ment — the exclusive use of the German language during the session — 
will bring the student in contact with German not only in the classroom, 
but also in the dining hall, at picnics, hikes, sports, and during all other 
activities of the School. Courses carry credit toward the degree of Master 
of Arts and Doctor of Modern Languages. The following courses are 
scheduled for the 1940 session: Barock and Aufklarung, Special Investiga- 
tion, Goethe’s Novels, Nineteenth Century Drama (from Kleist to Haupt- 
mann), Modern Fiction, German Folklore and Civilization, Practical Pho- 
netics, Advanced Stylistics, Composition and Grammar Review, Grammar 
and Oral Practice, Methods of Teaching, and the German Club. A Dem- 
onstration School consisting of two classes, first and second semester high 
school German, attended by local high school students, will provide prac- 
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tical demonstration of teaching German under guidance and supervision 
and forms part of the Methods Course. 


The administration of the Summer Session lies in the hands of the 
President of Middlebury College, Paul D. Moody, D.D., and Professor 
Feise, the Johns Hopkins University, is its Director. Werner Neuse, Pro- 
fessor of German at Middlebury llege, is the Dean of the School. In 
addition the teaching staff consists of the following: Professor Friedrich 
Wilhelm Kaufmann, Oberlin College; Professor Oskar Seidlin, Smith Col- 
lege; Dr. Fritz Tiller, Yale University; Mrs. Irene B. Jordan, The Riverdale 
School, New York. This summer’s visiting Professor is Charles M. Purin, 
Professor of German, University of Wisconsin Extension Division, Mil- 
waukee Center, Wisconsin. He will be in charge of the Methods Course 
and the Demonstration School and will be assisted by Miss Virginia Stock- 
hausen of Lawrence College, Appleton, Wisconsin. 

For detailed information and catalogue address: Language Schools 
Office, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, or the Dean of the 
German School at Middlebury. —W.N. 


Meeting of the Association of Modern Language Teachers 


of the Central West and South 

Meeting at the Hotel Cleveland Friday and Saturday, April 19 and 20, 
the Association of Modern — Teachers of the Central West and 
South held its twenty-third annual convention at Cleveland, Ohio. Of 
primary interest to readers of the Monatshefte no doubt is the meetin 
of the German section, which was called to order by Professor Robert T. 
Ittner of the University of Indiana, Chairman, on Saturday afternoon. Mr. 
Uhland E. Fehlau of the University of Cincinnati was secretary. An in- 
teresting paper read by Miss Dorothy F. Vose of the Junior High School 
of Champaign, Illinois, on the subject “Exploring Foreign Languages,” 
opened the program. An examination of the question “Do the Modern 
Languages meet the Requirements of the National Education Associa- 
tion?” was undertaken and felicitously answered by Professor G. Baerg 
of DePauw University. Heartening to every teacher of literature was the 
renewed emphasis placed upon the Moral Values in Literature by Professor 
F. W. Kaufmann of Oberlin College, whose many examples of the deeper 
significance of great German literature were masterfully presented. Mr. 
Dan Hageman of the University of Kentucky concluded the program 
with an able paper entitled “Prognosis of Student Performance in Ele- 
mentary German.” The officers elected for the ensuing year are: Chair- 
man, J. P. von Grueningen, University of Wisconsin; Secretary, Dorothy 
F. Vose, Junior High School, Champaign, Illinois. 

An outstanding presentation at the convention was the brilliant, orig- 
inal demonstration class under the auspices of Miss Margaret Thieme, who 
directed third and fourth year German students of the J. F. Rhodes High 
School in a Senior High School Club Program. A clever enactment of an 
imaginery 4 to German afforded an opportunity for spirited conversa- 
tion, genuinely German, and as entertaining as instructive. Considerable 
talent and a tremendous amount of energy must have been devoted to the 
undertaking. The lines deserve to be published. 

Presiding at the annual dinner was Dr. Emile B. de Sauzé of the Cleve- 
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land Public Schools, whose felicity and winning zeal for Cleveland tem- 
pered by his never-failing good taste richly contributed to the quality of 
the Friday evening session. The two clergymen speakers who had been 
announced were both unable to attend, necessitating a last-minute reor- 

nization of the schedule. Fortunately for all those present and particu- 
arly for the German teachers, the Honorable Alfred A. Benesch, of the 
Cleveland Board of Education, consented then to deliver his address in- 
tended for the general session “Man Cannot Live by Bread Alone.” Dr. 
Benesch, proud of his Czech ancestry and naturally unsympathetic toward 
the present leadership of political Germany, nevertheless voiced a most 
eloquent plea for the appreciation of historic German culture and achieve- 
ment and for the continued serious study and teaching of the German 
language in our schools. Other speakers who paid tribute to the practical, 
intellectual, and esthetic value of foreign language study were: Dr. W. G. 
Leutner, President of Western Reserve University; Dr. G. J. Greene, 
President of the Cleveland Board of Education, and Honorable H. H. 
Burton, Mayor of Cleveland. 

The principal papers read at the general session Saturday morning 
were those of Dean H. G. Doyle of George Washington University upon 
the subject “The Place of Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures in 
Liberal Arts Education,” and “Smattering or Mastery in Foreign Tongues” 
by Dean H. W. Holmes of the Graduate School of Education of Harvard 
University. 

At the business meeting it was decided to recommend to the Execu- 
tive Committee a uniform subscription rate of $2.50 for the Modern Lan- 
guage Journal, fifty cents of hiek is to be returned to local organizations. 

About a dozen publishers had prepared valuable exhibits of high- 
school and college foreign language text books. 

The hospitality of the local committee, its thoughtfulness in the ar- 
rangement of details, making for an exemplary smoothness of procedure 
throughout the entire convention, merit the highest commendations.—v. G. 


National Planning for a Unified Program 


It is an event of unusual significance when nineteen national organiza- 
tions of teachers, formed to promote the interests of their respective sub- 
ject fields, join hands for the study of a curriculum organized in terms of 
the needs and interests of children and youth. The National Commission 
on Cooperative Curriculum Planning, which met for the first time in 
February, 1939, has now completed its organization, and includes repre- 
sentatives of national bodies of teachers in the fields of the modern and 
classical languages, English, the sciences, health and physical education, 
home economics, business education, music, art, journalism, speech, and 
mathematics. 

The first report of the commission is already in preparation. It will 
deal with those resources for general education which may be found in 
the respective disciplines represented, and which are related to the task 
of preparing children and youth for intelligent participation in the life 
of a democratic society. It will be concerned, not with the development 
of the respective fields as ag age bodies of knowledge or skills, but 
with the contributions these fields may make to the general education of 
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the learner. The volume will include, in addition to a summary indicating 
areas of interest common to many fields, concrete suggestion concerning 
techniques of cooperation among teachers of various subject fields. The 
commission has a oem in substance, the statement of aims formulated 
by the Educational Policies Commission. of 

The representative of the American Association of Teachers of Ger- 
man on the commission is C. M. Purin. John J. DeBoer, of the Chicago 
Teachers College is chairman of the commission, and Lilly Lindquist, of 


Wayne University, is secretary. 


BUCHERBESPRECHUNGEN | | 


Goethe in Modern France, 

by Flora Emma Ross. University of Hhi- 
nois, 1937. 234 pp. Cloth, $3.00 (Ill. Studies 
in Lang. and Lit., XXI, 3-4). 

Die vorliegende Untersuchung Goethi- 
scher Einfliisse im Frankreich des 20. 
Jahrhunderts ist als eine Art Fortsetzung 
des Buches von F. Baldensperger: ,,Goethe 
en France“ (1904, 2nd ed. 1920) gedacht. 
Wihrend es diesem aber auf Herausarbei- 
tung der groBen Linien eines geistigen 
Entwicklungsganges ankam, so handelt es 
sich hier, wie der Untertitel des Buches, 
»With special reference to Maurice Bar- 
res, Pau Bourget, and André Gide“ an- 
deutet, eigentlich um drei Spezialunter- 
suchungen, in denen in etwas breiter, 
mosaikartiger Ausfiihrlichkeit allen Be- 
ziehungen der drei Franzosen zu Goethe, 
auBeren und inneren; oberflachlichen und 
wesentlichen, voriibergehenden und dau- 
ernden, mit allerdings anzuerkennender 
Griindlichkeit nachgegangen wird. 

Die uns so vermittelten Kenntnisse ge- 
héren natiirlich zunachst in die franz6si- 
sche Literatur- und Geistesgeschichte und 
kénnen nur von da aus richtig beurteilt 
und bewertet werden. Erfreulich ist es 
deshalb, feststellen zu k6nnen, daB die 
mir bekannt gewordenen Besprechungen, 
die das Buch von dieser Seite erfahren 
hat, bei allen Vorbehalten und Einwan- 
den, die im einzelnen gemacht werden, 
seinen Wert und seine Siachiigue gel- 
ten lassen. Selbst da verhalt man sich 
wenigstens abwartend,! wo die Verfasse- 
rin den Ausfiihrungen Baldenpergers ent- 
gegentritt, der in seinem Aufsatz ,,André 
Gide antigoethéen (Rev. de litt. comp. 
13 (1933), 651-75) in allerdings recht 
schroffen Formulierungen nachzuweisen 
sucht, daB Gide trotz ali seiner reichen 


und von ihm selbst dankbar anerkannten 
Beziehungen zu Goethe seinem Wesen 
nach eine durchaus ungoethische Natur 
gewesen sei. Zu diesem gewiB interessan- 
ten Problem méchte ich in aller Kiirze 
die Gegenfrage aufwerfen, ob die beiden 
Ansichten sich gegenseitig ausschlieBen 
miissen. Ich denke dabei an Goethe und 
Shakespeare. Belege von Bewunderung, 
befreiender Beeinflussung, haufigen Er- 
wahnungen u.a.m. lassen sich fiir Goethe 
— Shakespeare wohl noch in gréferer 
Fiille bollahngne als fiir Gide — Goethe, 
und doch ist Goethe im Kern seiner Ver- 
anlagung sicher keine _,,shakespearische“ 
Natur gewesen. 


Bedenkt man, da8 hier eine Erstlings- 
arbeit vorliegt, so verdient die weitge- 
hende Anregung, die sie bietet, trotz man- 
cher psychologischen Unzulanglichkeiten 
und einer gewissen stilistischen Schwer- 
falligkeit alle Anerkennung. 


Zum Schlu8 ein paar Einzelbemerkun- 
gen: Barrés’ (und Miss Ross’) Bemerkun- 
gen (S.64) zu der Unterhaltung Goethes 
mit H. C. Robinson i. J. 1829 stimmen 
nicht zu dessen Bericht. Vgl. Gesprache 
[V, 135. — Wie Tronchon hiibsch nach- 
weist, Miss Ross aber iibersehen hat, zi- 
tiert Gide Goethes Rémische Elegien 
(II, 1) interessant-unrichtig: Nun bin ich 
endlich geboren“ (st. geborgen). — S. 138 
lies ,,Extreme“ (st. Extremen). — S. 215 
wird Mistra mit dem Taygetosgebirge 
verwechselt. Hiibsch ware hier die Er- 
wahnung der schlagenden Parallele in Ger- 
hart Hauptmanns,,Olympischer Friihling.“ 

1 Vgl. z.B. Henri Tronchon: ,,Encore 
Goethe en France“ in Revue germanique 
30 (1939), 225 ff. 

—A. H. Hoblfeld 

University of Wisconsin. 
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Die Verborgene Frucht. 

Gedichte von Werner Bergengruen. Ver- 
lag Die Rabenpresse. Berlin 1938. RM. 
480, 74 Seiten. 


Aus Deutschland kommt ein Band Ge- 
dichte ins Haus, die, sollte man’s verges- 
sen haben, einen daran erinnern, dab 
trotz der Katastrophe, die iiber den alten 
Erdteil hereingebrochen ist, im Herzen 
Europas noch Verse geschrieben und ge- 
lesen werden, die von ewigen Dingen 
handeln und die den Krieg iiberdauern 
werden. Werner Bergengruen ist der 
Name des fast noch unbekannten Dich- 
ters und sein Gegenstand ist das Ver- 
haltnis des Menschen zu Gott und den 
scheinbar verginglichen Dingen und Er- 
scheinungen des Lebens, in denen Gott 
sich offenbart. Nur eines seiner Ge- 
dichte, ,,Die verborgene Frucht”, handelt 
von der Liebe, die bittrer ist als Ver- 
bannungsbrot und siiBer als Honigwein, 
und vom Rausch, in dem die Menschen 
die Hand nach der dunklen ungeteilten 
Frucht recken und doch nur schmale 
Triimmer ins Licht heben. Es ist das 
einzige, das die Vergeblichkeit menschli- 
chen Begehrens betont, und somit, ob- 
wohl es dem Buch den Titel gibt, nicht 
typisch. Die andern sagen in einfachen, 
urspriinglichen und kraftvollen Weisen 
vom Gottlichen im Verganglichen, von 
der Vollkommenheit im Kreislauf natiir- 
lichen Geschehens. Wie anschaulich ist 
der wohlige Zustand des Einschlafenden 
geschildert: 

Du atmest kreatiirlich, 

Du bist so unwillkirlich, 

So katzlich hingerollt. 
Im Balladenton, doch weit iiber das Er- 
zahlende hinaus ins Metaphysische grei- 
fend werden die ,,Nachtgerausche” be- 
schrieben, die den Traumenden beschlei- 
chen und Stiick fiir Stiick eine Winzig- 
keit seines Lebens davontragen, die Trau- 
me, die von seinem Herzblut zehren, die 
Bilder, die sich zu ihm neigen und ihn 
Schritt fiir Schritt dem Tode naher brin- 


n, 
a Bis sich lodernd Scheit um Scheit 
Dir zur Treppe stuft 
Und die Unvergianglichkeit 
Dich zu Gaste ruft. 
Da sind ferner ,,Die Unsichtbaren”, 
Hausgeister, Kobolde, die zur Nacht in 
Kiiche und Keller, Haus und Garten um- 
hen und ungebeten die Dinge der tag- 
Notdurft segnen und _ behiiten, 
wenn man ihnen Milch und Brot hin- 
stellt. Die Natur ist lebendig, auch in 


den toten Dingen, die der Mensch ihr 
zu seinem Gebrauch entnommen hat. Im 
Gebalk des Hauses, in Bett und Schrank 
Ieben ,,die ewigen Walder”; sie wuchsen 
in Jahrhunderten und k6énnen wohl in 
ihrer zeitlichen Erscheinung, aber nicht 
in ihrer ewigen Gestalt von Menschen- 
handen vernichtet werden. Ja, sie leben 
noch in den acht Brettern, die uns nach 
dem Tode aufnehmen und die einst 
Baume im Walde waren und wieder 
Wald sein werden: 

Einmal aus den zerfallenen Brettern, 

Aus zerfallenem Fleisch und Bein 

Heben sich Baume mit Asten und 

Blattern, 
Ewige Walder wolkenein. 


Das Géttliche im Wechsei der Zeiten 
wird zutiefst erfiihlt im ,Sommer”, in 
dem das Leben wachst und die Frucht 
schwillt: 

Und wie weit du auch gingest, 

Wolbt sich das funkelnde Haus. 

Singe, Seele, du singest 

Nie das Irdische aus. 
Nichts ist verginglich, weil alles Irdische 
zwar vergeht, aber verwandelt wieder- 
kehrt, ,,weil alles sich erneut begibt”. Da- 
mit ist der Grundton dieser Lyrik auf 
eine diesseitige Frommigkeit gestimmt, die 
Gott nicht in einer andern Welt, son- 
dern in dieser sucht und findet. Nicht 
zuletzt im Menschen selbst: 

Du Mensch nach Gott gebildet bist. 

Dein Leib ist Gleichnis: Kreuz und 

Christ. 


In wenigen schlichten Zeilen wird dieses 
Gleichnis durchgefiihrt bis zu dem im 
Zeitalter des Massentodes beherzigens- 
werten SchluB: 

Neig dich vor allem Menschenbild. 

Bergengruens klare, im Diesseits wur- 

zelnde und ins Metaphysische reichende 
Denk- und Ausdrucksweise erinnert an 
die besten Gedichte der religidsen Ge- 
dankenlyrik Christian Morgensterns, nur 
ist sie gegenstandlicher und kraftiger. 
Verbundenheit des Menschen mit Gott 
ist ihr Grundton, und aus ihm flieBt Zu- 
versicht und Lebensbejahung, nicht stolze 
Verherrlichung menschlicher Kraft, son- 
dern froher Gehorsam dessen, der von 
der géttlichen Bestimmung der Seele 
wei8. Der Glaubige verlangt keine Ver- 
heiBung und keine Biirgschaft; er betritt 
das Meer: 

Unberaten und unbegleitet 

MuBt du das Wagnis des Petrus 

wagen. 

Selten wohl ist die Allgiite und Allum- 
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fassenheit Gottes, die Vergeblichkeit eines 
Kampfes gegen ihn und die Unméglich- 
keit sich ihm zu entziehen so schén und 
so tiberwaltigend in Worte wor- 
den wie in der 
Stimme Gottes. 
Scheu dich nicht, mich anzugehen. 
Meine Wohnung ist nicht klein. 
Willst du aber drauBen stehen: 
Auch dies DrauBen, es ist mein. 


Wohl empfang ich, die gereinigt 
Niebegangne Schuld gebuBt. 
Doch es sind, die mich gesteinigt, 
GleichermaBen mir gegriiBt. 


Wenn die letzten Tuben ténten 
Von begliihten Wolkenspitzen, 
Werden auch die Unversohnten 
Mit an meinem Tische sitzen. 


In einer Welt, in der der HaB wieder 
zum moralischen Prinzip erhoben wird, 
sind solche Verse tréstend und mahnend 
zugleich. Sie werden — zum Ruhme 
Deutschlands — langer leben als Krie 

lieder und Hafgesange. Denn nicht im 
Sturm, der die Felsen zerbricht, nicht im 
Erdbeben und nicht im Feuer, sondern 
im sanften Sauseln ist die Stimme des 
Herrn, heute wie vor Jahrtausenden. 


—Heinz Guradze 
Drury College. 


Geschichte der deutschen Dichtung auf 
kulturgeschichtlicher Grundlage, 


Ernst Rose. New York 1936. Prentice- 
Hall. 363 pp. Cloth $2.75. 


This book fills a long felt need: it gives 
to our advanced students a compact and 
yet sufficiently detailed history of Ger- 
man Literature. The added glossary of 
critical and technical terms renders wel- 
come aid. The book rightly stresses the 
more important periods and the more im- 
portant poets. e allotment of space 
shows critical insight and fairness. One 
may regret that Storm receives less than 
a page — Hans Carossa’s two (more 
than Stefan George). Is this an oversight 
or a matter of deliberate judgment? if it 
is the former I should suggest a paragraph 
or so on Storm’s Novellen. 

In reading the book I noticed quite a 
few errors. I cite a few. Eric and Iwein 
of Hartmann can hardly be called “freie 
Ubertragungen” of the French originals. 
They are “freie and vertiefte Umgestal- 
tungen.” Wolfram not a nobleman? How 
about the title herr and Wolfram’s state- 
ment: “Schildes ambet ist min art”? Le- 
nau returned from America June 1832 


(not 1833). Moérike can hardly be called 
“ein tiberzeugter Protestant zeit seines Le- 
bens”. And what does “sexueller Humor” 
mean when applied to Morike’s a 
The one shortcoming of the book seems 
to me is in its style. The compulsion to 
write simple German had without a doubt 
a cramping influence. But this simplicity 
in the main is limited to the sentence 
structure. A careful reader wili be struck 
frequently by slight deviations from log- 
ical sequence and arrangement. A second 
edition which the labor of the author well 
deserves ought to be carefully revised 
from the stylistic point of view. This will 
increase the value of the book for our 
students. 
—Friedrich Bruns 
University of Wisconsin. 


Sprechplatte Nr. 10. Althochdeutsch 
[Hildebrandslied, Merseburger Zauber- 
spriche, Wessobrunner Gebet, selections 
from Muspilli and Otfrid], 
Erich Funke. Recorded by Dr. Milton 
Cowan, and obtainable from him at the 
State University of lowa, lowa City, lowa. 
This record represents Professor Funke’s 
conception of how these Old High Ger- 
man poems sounded. The primary pur- 
pose of the recordings was to give stu- 
dents an impression of the esthetic ex- 
perience provided by Old Germanic verse 
as exemplified in the oldest Old High 
German texts. So far as I know, this is 
the first published record of its kind. 


Obviously, such an undertaking is 
fraught with difficulties, some of them 
certainly incapable of satisfactory solu- 
tion. Professor Funke reads with a vir- 
tuosity which bears witness to careful 

reparation. Unfortunately, the reading 
of the Hildebrandslied was accelerated to 
the point where several lapses of the 
tongue detract from the complete faith- 
fulness to the text. However, these slips 
will hardly impair the esthetic impression 
Professor Funke seeks to give. There will 
doubtless be objection to the way in 
which the diphthongs are pronounced, 
for they have not been sufficiently dis- 
tinguished from their modern forms. But 
the value of this record is not that of a 
guide to the pronunciation of Old High 
German; it is rather that of an attem 
at the artistic recreation of an esthetic 
experience. Some listeners will be acces- 
sible to this experience, others will not: 
whether or not the effect approximates 
that produced upon hearers a thousand 
years ago, I do not know. I should have 
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to describe the hedonic tone of my own 
experience with this record as neither 
strongly plus nor strongly negative. 

Technically, the recording is admirable. 
There is complete clarity, the volume 
control is correct throughout, and there 
is a minimum of surface noise. 


R—M. S. Heffner 
University of Wisconsin. 


We Who Built America. The Saga of 
the Immigrant. 

Carl Wittke, Ph. D., New York: Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., 1940. Pp. 547. $5.00. 


Here is an excellent book, one for 
which both immediate cape and 
lasting usefulness may safely be predicted. 
Regarding the virtual cessation of Euro- 
pean immigration into the United States 
(today’s refugees excepted) as a land- 
mark in American history comparable in 
importance with the disappearance of the 
geographical frontier a generation earlier, 
— each marking the end of an era, — Dean 
Wittke has rightly chosen the present as 
the proper time to begin the scientific 
study of the whole history of the immi- 

t. He would be the last to claim, 
owever, that he has written a definitive 
review of that history. An able and well- 
balanced review it is, to be sure, but one 
obviously designed to say the first words 
in a long discussion to result from the 
more intensive study incited by it, not 
the final judgment with which argument 
and study end. 

As those already familiar with his work 
would inevitably expect of him, Dr. 
Wittke suspends judgment on matters 
that can still be considered controversial, 
or expresses it with scholarly moderation. 
The book says (although its title does 
not) that “we who built America,” so 
far as political institutions are concerned, 
were principally people of English stock; 
but migrants from England are not here 
classified as immigrants. So the book 
covers less country than its title implies, 
unless the “building of America” is un- 
derstood to be merely the rough manual 
labor, much but by no means all of 
which was done by ill-paid immigrant 
workers through the building years. Then 
the influence of more highly gifted for- 
eign-born on the economic, intellectual, 
and cultural life of the country would 
be left out; and Professor Wittke has not 
left that out. The sub-title describes the 
book more aptly. It is the saga of the 


non-English immigrant. 


The whole field is systematically opened 
up. First chronologically; Part I, the 
colonial period; Part II, the old immigra- 
tion of he nineteenth century; Part III, 
the new immigration and nativism. Each 

begins with a description of “the 
immigrant traffic” of the period, in which 
the author’s sympathy for the bewildered 
victims of exploitation and heartless treat- 
ment finds strong and plainly-spoken ex- 
pression. 

Even there he writes with restraint. 
Always (except in that title) he is the 
scholarly enemy of the over-statement 
of which the “historical” societies of the 
various national groups have so often 
been guilty. He refuses to conclude, on 
the testimony of the Scotch-Irish Society 
of America, that “all of the United States 
are the result of the work of John Knox.” 
While conceding that “the conclusion is 
inescapable that this element has made a 
notable and lasting contribution, and 
that it represents one of the most de- 
sirable immigrant groups,” he concludes 
that “there is no more occasion for it 
than for any other group to develop a 
theory of racial superiority.” Of the Ger- 
man “Forty-eighters,” who have also had 
usually what may — be called a 
good press, he gently remarks that “all 
intellectual activity among the Germans 
did not begin” with them. Yet he gives 
them their due, as he does all the others, 
including Jews and Orientals, right 
through the list (except negroes, whom 
he has deliberately omitted in view of 
their special situation and of the growing 
body of literature on them). 

Instead of putting his bibliography into 
a Jim Crow section at the rear as is so 
often done, the author has chosen to 
build it into his footnotes as he went 
along; and an extensive one it is. It is 
regrettable that Mr. Clifton J. Child’s 
The German Americans in Politics, 1914- 
1917, (University of Wisconsin Press, 
1939) did not appear in time for inclu- 
sion in it; but the remarkably condensed 
two page story into which Professor 
Wittke a compressed the results of his 
own years of research on the same sub- 
ject would not have been materially 
changed by it if it had. 

It is not surprising that the chapters on 
the Germans seem somewhat richer in 
content than most of the others. It would 
have been rising if they had not 
been. All are done sympathetically and 
with a fine sense of proportion. The re- 
viewer was eapeaidlly interested in the 
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account of the activity of certain Ger- 
mans in the early history of the American 
labor movement and Socialist party, and 
in the chapters on Immigrant Utopias and 
Closing the Gates. He was disappointed 
only in the chapter on Culture in Immi- 
t Chests, which was less a philosophi- 
cal essay and more a Who’s Who among 
Successful Immigrants than he had hoped 
it would prove to be. He would have 
welcomed also a more outspoken answer 
to the question whether the process 
known as “Americanization” and the at- 
tainment of comparative economic secur- 

ity are synonymous or unrelated. 
—Chester V. Easum 

University of Wisconsin. 


Cassell’s New German and English Dic- 
tionary — Heath’s New German and 
English Dictionary. 

Funk & Wagnalls Company, D. C. Heath 


and Company, New York, 1939. Pp. xx + 
814 + 688. 


When the first or German-English part 
of this dictionary appeared in 1936, it was 
reviewed in the Monatshefte (April 1937), 
where it was reported that this is now 
the best German and English dictionary 
to be had for a comparable price, having 
been brought up to date, enlarged about 
20% (including the insertion of pronun- 
ciations in the International Phonetic Al- 
phabet), and pretty well purged of inep- 
titudes and obsolescent words. Your re- 
viewer is still of the same opinion. 

In the English-German part it is espe- 
cially helpful to find meanings classified 
and marked with synonyms, as when the 
entry for Reason has “die Vernunft (un- 
derstanding) der Verstand; (cause) der 
verninftige Grund, die Ursache; (consid- 
eration) die Uberlegung, Einsicht; (fair- 
ness) das Recht, die Billigkeit”. In the 
German-English part this is done only 
with technical senses, e.g. under Grund: 
“ground, earth, soil; ee estate; ground; 
bottom; base; valley, dale; dregs, lees; 
foundation, basis, groundwork; rudiments, 
elements, first principles; reason, cause, 
motive; argument; ground (of a fabric); 
background, ground, priming (Paint.)” 


The English-speaking user has to choose ' 


the proper meaning of Grund according 
to his understanding of the context, and 
he is given all imaginable synonyms. This 
is designed for an “Honours” student in 
Modern Languages in an English univer- 
sity, who is expected to turn out elegant 
English versions of very difficult German 


texts and is presumed to know his own 
language perfectly. The English-German 
part of this dictionary is a safe-and-sane 
guide for the same student’s composition 
work. Here he is given just enough 
German words, since, though the Hon- 
ours standard is high, it cannot of course 
include as fine discriminations in German 
as in the student’s native language, and 
he would be confused by the inclusion 
of Denkvermégen, Veranlassung, Anlaf, 
Begriindung, Berechtigung, Richtigkeit, — 
a 75% expansion which goes no further 
afield than the renderings of Grund. 

The English pronunciation presented in 
the second part is Daniel Jones’ “Received 
Pronunciation” in almost its narrowest 
form: No r is recognized that is not fol- 
lowed by a vowel, and the wh- words are 
innocent of aspiration. The German pho- 
netic transcription is sound and highly 
useful, but it would have helped to re- 
mark that there is no real need to dis- 
tinguish between Ehbre and Abre. The 
English viewpoint spoils the note on short 
o, always a difficult sound to teach, for 
it is said that it “resembles the English 
vowel in hot, but is somewhat ‘closer.’” 
Half the English-speaking world is left 
out in the cold by this provincialism. It 
is curious that phoneticians and teachers 
have not more generally adopted another 
formula of comparison which is much 
more illuminating and is safe in most dia- 
lects; the German short o is practically 
the vowel which begins the English 
diphthong oi. Incidentally, the English 
variant pronunciations can be found in 
most dialects to match practically all Ger- 
man sounds. For example, you will rarely 
find an English speaker who cannot, on 
demand, say “Poor baby!” (as if com- 
forting a small child) with a perfectly 
good German long 6 and long @ in the 
second word. 


Numerous neglects and misunderstand- 
ings of American English are bound to 
occur in such a dictionary. According to 
the best British English dictionaries (e. g. 
the Concise Oxford) the word grain is 
just as available as corn for renderi 
Korn, and yet, under fan, we find “die 
Wanne, Schwinge (for corn, etc.)” and 
“schwingen, worfeln (corn)”. Now su 
ed that a student from a Wisconsin 
arm wishes to tell how grain is cleaned 
for seed in a fanning mill — well, he may 
see through this, and he may not. 

Again, under fence we find “boarded 
fence, der Lattenzaun”, but “picket fence” 
is missing, as it is under Lattenzaun. Much 
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worse than such things is the fact that 
the nouns farm and farmer are treated in 
such a way as to insist on the basic notion 
“to farm out’, so that a student who 
wishes to write, in German, about farm- 
ing, is almost forced to imply that our 
farmers are all tenants. 

Of course it is not to be expected that 
the most usual current senses of feature 
should be adequately represented. 

Such traits are not fatal defects in a 
dictionary, but they have to be mentioned 
in order to give a fair picture of what 
this one is like. It is an excellent diction- 
ary and not essentially defective in any 
sense, but it is a little narrow and pedan- 
tic, and it is better adapted to use in an 
English university than here or in Ger- 
many. 

University of Toronto. —Martin Joos 
Fiinf in einem Ring, 
by C. Hobrath, ed. Appelt, Meyer; Henry 
Holt, 1938. $1.20 

Fiinf in einem Ring claims to interest 
students because it presents adult, not 
child, characters and problems. Yet, the 
story, told wholly by letters, fails of this 
purpose. The letter device easily declines 
into sentimental confession. Indeed, the 


book abounds in adolescent feeling with | 


adjectives like “himmlisch” and “furcht- 
bar fein”. Nor, in spite of their self-dis- 
play, do these four girls and a boy really 
come alive, except perhaps the disagree- 
able creature of ambition, Gabi. Perhaps 
it is the majority of girls in the ring that 
determines the somewhat sickish tone. 
Or it is the ring’s vaguely adolescent aim 
of rebellion that makes it seem school- 
gitlish. Nor does the action of the book 
survive the letter medium and five differ- 
ent locales to become real or even co- 
herently connected. 

The 165 pages of text are too long for 
their slender content. Yet 134 pages in 
addition, or 45% of the volume, are 
needed for introduction, notes, exercises 
and vocabulary. The notes, commend- 
ably few, seem nevertheless in su- 
perfluous or too superlative. The exer- 
cises include questions on the story, com- 
pletion or mutation exercises involving 
most points of grammar, and translation 
from English into German. Aside from 
the noun suffix -ung and the adjective 
suffix -lich, no vocabulary or idioms are 


treated. ‘The style of the book, although 
in parts sentimentally colloquial, is not 
simple, especially in the passages which 
state the aims, statutes and attainments 
of the ring. 

American students will probably find 
this book false to their generation and 
problems. 

—M. F. Lawson 

Oberlin College. 


Fritzchen, 

Hermann Sudermann. Edited with Intro- 
duction and Notes by George M. Priest. 
1936. Paper, $ 85. F. S. Crofts Co. 


This text of a one-act drama hardly sur- 
passed in power appeared in the Prince- 
ton University Press in 1929, and has 
now been taken over without changes by 
Crofts & Co. The editor has given a 
brief but entirely adequate introduction 
to the work of Sudermann. Three pages 
of notes facilitate a smooth rendition into 
English and contain numerous grammati- 
cal observations. The book can be recom- 
mended warmly even for fairly elemen- 
tary classes. 

—Walter J. Mueller 

Cornell University. 


J. K. Weiser, Vater und Sohn, 
E. Schopf. Steinkopf, Stuttgart, 1938. 


The descendants of these early Penn- 
sylvania Dutch settlers are still flourish- 
ing, one being my good colleague Harry 
B. Weiser, one of the world’s best-known 
colloidal chemists. What excellent sta- 
mina those earlier settlers had, is quite 
amazing; and one wonders why the 
settlers of these days, always ready to 
return to the Gemeinschaft back home, 
have become too soft to even stand the 
verbal opposition of their neighbors. 
Schopf’s account is factual, honest, and 
simple, written in good German, but 
without literary skill. Still, such has been 
the tradition of the Steinkopfs, who have 
always put out literature for the young, 
formerly in a religious vein, now filled 
with the desire to acquaint their young 
readers with the leaders of Germans 
abroad. The book is nicely printed and 
should be a success among the readers 
for whom it is intended. 

—Heinrich Meyer 

Rice Institute. 


